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The continued deposition of CYNTHIA 

MARIE ANTHONY was taken on behalf of the 

Plaintiff on Wednesday, July 29, 2009, 

beginning at 9:05 a.m., at the Office  

of the State Attorney, 415 North  

Orange Avenue, Room 379, Orlando,  

Florida, before Dawn R. Matter,  

Electronic Reporter and Notary Public, 

State of Florida at Large.  

Whereupon,  

CYNTHIA MARIE ANTHONY, 

having been first duly sworn by the reporter, testified 

further as follows:  

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK[Resum ed]:  

Q Good morning. Today's date is July 29th,  

2009. And this is the continuation of the deposition 

of Cynthia Marie Anthony. Mrs. Anthony, you've been 

sworn again this morning; correct?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. I'm going to ask you just the same  

basic questions that I did at the beginning of the 

deposition yesterday. Are you today under the 

influence of any drugs  or alcohol?  
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A Just my prescription medicine.  

Q All right. Like I asked yesterday, do you 

feel that that is affecting your ability to understand 

what's happening here today?  

A No.  

Q And do you feel comfortable answering  

questions?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. If there is something that I say that 

you don't understand, you will interrupt me and let me 

know that; correct?  

A Yes.  

¶ Okay. Have you eaten and slept since last  

night?  

A I didn't sleep real well last night.  

Q Okay.  

A But I did have some Instant Breakfast this  

morning, which is all I can do in the morning.  
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 Q R i g h t .  

A So - -  

Q D o  y o u  - -  

A As good as it gets.  

Q All right. Do you feel, even though you 

didn't sleep that good last night, that you've had 

sufficient sleep to proceed forward with the  

Q  
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deposition?  

A All I can say is I'm as good as I am in the  

morning so - -  

Q Okay. I was advised that there were times  

yesterday when you and I would talk over each other. 

So that makes it difficult for the court reporter to 

transcribe the proceedings. So if you --  and I'll do 

this as well. If you can wait until I finish asking a  

question, you might think that you know where I'm going 

and start answering, but just for her sake, if nothing 

else, if we could try to be cognizant of the fact that 

we're doing that to each other.  

Additionally, since this is an audio record, 

we have to answer yes and no. A lot of times people 

will say uh - huh/huh - uh, which when you're looking face 

to face, it's apparent that it's a yes or a no 

response. Since we don't have video, in the audio she 

might be here, make a notation that that was an  

 

affirmative response just so there's no question later 

on, if it is an issue, that you said yes or you said no 

in response to a certain area of questioning; okay?  

A Okay.  

Q All right. Yesterday in asking some of the  

questions about the cellphones, you had indicated that 

sometime last summer Lee had purchased, you think  
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through AT&T, what you all were referring to as Bat 

phones - -  

A Uh- huh. Yes.  

Q diSposable phones that you could talk to 

each other on because there was some concern about your 

home phone being tapped?  

A Our cellphones.  

Q Cellphones as well?  

A Uh- huh.  

¶ All right.  

A Yes.  

¶ Now, you had Lee's Bat phone number as  

407/432 - 0624 in  your phone. Do you remember yours? 

A No.  

Q Last night did you have an opportunity to try 

to look for any of that information?  

A No. The phone is not charged. I don't, you  

¶ know --  

Q Okay. How about --  you said Casey had a Bat 

phone --  

A Yes.  

Q --  as well? Do you recall the number that - A

 No.  

Q  - -  you would use?  

A I don't remember phone numbers.  
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Q Okay. Is the same true of George?  

A Yes.  

Q I had asked you, I believe, if Dominic Casey  

had a 
-
Bat phone.  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. And you said no?  

A That's correct.  

Q Did you know him to have more than one  

cellphone?  

A I believe he did.  

Q All right. Did you call him on more than one 

cellphone?  

A Yes.  

Q Do you have those cellphone numbers?  

A I think I have one cellphone for him.  

Because, again, my phone died on Monday and we could 

only retrieve what was saved to my SIM card. Not all 

the numbers were on my SIM card.  

Q Okay. What number do you have for him 

currently?  

A [Examining] 407/448 - 4565.  

Q Do you believe that to be a recent number or 

is that a number that you've had for him since you 

employed him?  

A That's the original numb er.  
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Q But you believe that you've called him on  

other phones that he may have possessed?  

A Yes. I had --  I think he had an office  

number, which this maybe. I'm not sure if this is his 

mobile or not. Like I --  I just took this number from 

George's phone. But he had two cellphones, but I can't 

tell you which is which because I don't have --  I don't 

have a card with me. I do have a card  at home. Had I 

known you were going to ask that - -  

Q  S u r e .  

A --  I could have brought that with me today.  

Q Okay. Do you know if he used disposable 

cellphones?  

A I never saw one.  

Q Okay. We talked a little bit yesterday about 

your computers as well. We spent most of the time 

talking about your home computer, the desktop.  

A Uh- huh.  

Q You also had mentioned a laptop.  

A Correct.  

Q Is this different than the laptop that your 

daughter Casey used?  

A No. It's the same.  

Q Okay. Back in 2008, the early part of 2008, 

did you allow her to have that all the time?  
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A No. She --  she just used it when she needed  

it. I mean, I didn't give it to her to use all the 

time, but she had access to it whenever she needed it.  

Q Did she have it between June 16th and July 

15th?  

A Yes.  

Q When did you get it back?  

A I - -  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Hold on.  

[Whereupon,  there was an interruption in the 

proceedings, after which the following  

transpired:]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Okay. We're back on the record. I believe 

we were talking about the laptop.  

A Can you re - ask the question, please?  

Q Sure. The laptop that you had referenced 

yesterday as being one of the computers that you had  

Q  
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 access to in 2008 was one that you allowed Casey to use 

when she told you she needed it; correct?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. And from June 15th of last year until 

--  or June 16th until July 15th, that laptop was in 

Casey's possession?  

A I'm not sure of the date when she took  
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possession. But - -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  it wasn't --  when we picked it up or my  

son picked it up from Tony Lazzaro's home, it was 

sometime after midnight on the 15th, so it was the 

16th, in the morning.  

Q July 16th?  

A July 16th. When we --  when I received it, I  

realized it was my laptop, so I don't know what dates. 

She could have come back and got it at any time. I 

don't know. I don't use that every day.  

Q Where do you keep --  where did you keep 

it? A In my bedroom.  

Q Okay. I think you said that. Was there a 

certain place that you always had it? Was it just 

sitting out?  

A It was usually out. But I know that I had  

laid some things on top of it, some clothes that I 

needed to sew.  

Q Right.  

A So I couldn't actually see it. And it wasn't  

something, if I used it every day, I didn't look for 

it.  

Q All right. So at some point in time during  

that month, did you realize that it was gone?  
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A I didn't realize it was gone until the --  

until the 16th.  

Q Until you got it back?  

A Right.  

Q Okay. Prior to Caylee being away from the 

home in June of last year, did you know anyone else who 

had a missing child?  

A No. I didn't know anybody personally; no.  

Q All right. Would your association --  I'm 

using that word because I can't find another at this 

point --  with that subject have been exclusively 

through just what you might have seen on the news, 

other cases of m issing children, things like that?  

A You rarely hear of missing children on the  

local news. I mean, once in a while you'd hear a big 

story.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A I remember the Trenton Duckett story briefly.  
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 It didn't last that long in the news.  

¶ Right.  

A And I remember Elizabeth Smart. And that's  

pretty much all I remember prior to Caylee.  

Q All right. Did you take an interest in those 

cases, other than just a passing one?  

A Not until this --  not until Caylee's  
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disappearance.  

Q All right. Would you have participated in  

any sort of missing children's organization?  

A Again, it's something that you don't think  

about typically. It didn't touch me like it, you 

know - -  

Q D o e s  n o w .  

A --  does now.  

Q Okay. Would you have been researching on  

your computer for missing children's organizations or 

anything associated with that subject?  

A No. I wouldn't have. No.  

Q Okay. Do you know anyone who did?  

A I have no idea. (Pause] Can I clarify?  

Q Certainly.  

A Prior to July - -  

Q  1 5 t h .  

A --  15th, I did not look up missing children.  

¶ Okay. All right. At the end of the day  

yesterday I had begun to discuss the transcripts that 

have been generated by law enforcement as a result of 

their contact with you at various points over the past 

year, a little over a year.  

Those were copied and given to Mr. Conway 

last Friday and it look s like --  I don't know if you  
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6 brought them or if he brought them yesterday, but 

you  

have them in front of you - -  

A Correct.  

Q --  at this point. We also had talked 

yesterday about your opportunity to review the amount 

of discovery that has been produced in this case so 

far. Did you ever review your own statements online?  

A No. I have not.  

¶ Okay. In front of you now, that stack is  

five inches thick, six inches thick, do you think? 

A No. I think it's maybe four.  

All right. The discovery contains what I 

will refer to as a timeline of events that you gave to 

the police. Do you recall speaking to  them about a 

timeline?  

A Yes.  

¶ All right. Did you all use that term, 

timeline, whenever they were discussing things with  

¶  
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 you? Like, we want to build a timeline so that we can, 

you know, try to backtrack or go over things?  

A At that --  I think the only time we really  

discussed the timeline was with Eric Edwards.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And I think that was the first of August,  

sometime there.  
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Q All right. According to my information - -

you can correct me if you think it's wrong --  you did 

meet with Orange County Sheriff's Office on August 1st 

of 2008 and August Åth of 2008. All right. 

A I believe that's correct, if it was a Friday  

and a Monday.  

Q Okay. And it is your meeting with Eric 

Edwards where you attempted to develop a timeline with 

him?  

A That was his intention. Yes.  

Q Okay. Have you had the opportunity to review 

what you told him, or do you recall what you told him 

at this time?  

A I may recall certain aspects, but I can't,  

you know, verbalize exactly what I told him. But, no. 

I have not reviewed that.  

Q Before we get to that then, August 1st 

interview, let me have you  take a look at the first 

written statement that you gave. It looks like it's 

right there on top.  

A [Examining]  

Q Do you see it there, in two pages?  

A Uh- huh.  

Q At the bottom of that it has 34 and then 

35? A Correct.  

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

 

198 

Q All right. Do you recognize that statement? 

A Yes.  

Q Is any of it in your handwriting?  

A Most of it's in my handwriting.  

Q Can you tell me which parts are in your 

handwriting?  

A Where it starts: I, Cynthia M. Anthony.  

Q All r ight. That's yours.  

A And then where I swear the above.  

Q That's your signature?  

A Where I --  that's my signature, where I  

initialed. And then on the Page 2 is just the top 

portion, the first seven lines and then my signature.  

Q All right. The top part of that statement 

has a date on it of 7/15/08 and a time, 22:11. That is 

not in your handwriting?  

A No. It's not.  

Q All right. Do you know if that information  

Q  
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 was on the form, the statement form --  

A No.  

Q --  when you filled it out?  
A No. It wasn't. I had a blank form.  

¶ All right. Was it also blank where there is 

a name and address: Anthony [comma], Cynthia M.? 

A I believe that that was filled in after I  

¶  
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wrote my statement.  

Q How about for the date of offense, month, day 

and year? Do you believe - -  

A All of that I believe was filled in after.  

There's three different writings up --  or two different 

writings up top that's not mine. And I don't recall 

any writing on the form when I started filling it out.  

Q All right. So your recollection is you were 

handed a blank form?  

A Is what I believe I remember.  

Q Do you remember what you were asked to put on 

the form?  

A They asked me to state why I called 9 - 1- 1.  

Q That's all the direction you believe they  

gave you?  

A We had, like, three or four officers in my  

home at that time and they were handing out statements 

to myself, my son and my daughter pretty much at the 

same time. So, yeah. It's pretty much they wanted our 

recollection.  

Q Did you --  where did you fill those  

statements out?  

A In our home.  

Q Do yo u remember where particularly?  

A They had us in separate rooms. I think I may  
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have been in the dining room.  

Q Okay. Did you help each other - -  

A No.  

Q --  with your statements?  

A No. They had us separated.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: All right. This is also 

going to be marked as Exhibit 1. I imagine that 

we're going to have a different transcript for two  

different dates, so just so everyone know what 

we're referring to.  

THE REPORTER: If you'd like, I can do a 

continued.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: That's fine.  

THE REPORTER: Okay. I can do that. I'll 

change that to 3 then.  

MS. DRANE BURDOCK: Because you had two 

yesterday.  

All right. Since we're going to do a 

continued deposition, that's going to be Exhibit 

Number 2.  

THE REPORTER: 3.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: 3. Okay. Sorry. 

MR. CONWAY: Chlorophyll.  

[Whereupon, the document referred to was  

marked for identification as Exhibit Number 3.]  
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MS. DRANE BURDICK: Thank you.  

THE WITNESS: And just for the record --  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Yes, ma'am.  

THE WITNESS: --  that's the way they all 

filled --  anytime I made a statement, I always had 

a blank one and then they took my I.D. afterwards 

and then filled out the top. That was standard 

procedure anytime I filled one out.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Okay.  

THE WITNESS: So it wasn't just that date. 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q The information I have is that you've done 

two written statements; correct?  

A I think I've done more than two statements  

during this whole process.  

Q Written, in your handwriting?  

A Yes.  

Q How many do you think you've done?  

A There was a couple of incidents at the house  

with the protestors that I wrote statements for.  

Q Ok a y .  A l l  r i g h t .  

A And then I had a couple obscene phone calls  

that I wrote statements for. So at least five or six 

statements. And that's pretty much all the same.  

Q All right. Let me just ask you then, in the  
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time that you wrote statements regarding the protestors 

and what their antics were, did you include any facts, 

as you knew them, about the case involving your 

daughter, Casey?  

A Any statement that I wrote at that time was  

involving that particular incident .  

Q Okay. Would you have --  you would not have 

then put information on that statement to clarify 

something about - -  

A I don't see why.  

Q --  Casey's case?  

A It wouldn't have been pertinent. No.  

Q Right. Okay. Would the same be true as it 

relates to --  you said another incident with harassing 

phone calls?  

A Correct.  

Q You would have focused exclusively - -  

A Just focused on --  exactly. What the purpose  

 

  of that officer was there at that particular time.  

Q Okay. Since the time was affixed to the 

statement after you gave it, do you have a recollection 

at this point as to whether or not that is an accurate 

time of statement?  

A What is that? 10 --  J.J. after 10:00? is that  

22 --  

 

     



 

 

      

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

203 

Q I believe so. P.M.  

A I --  I can't say for sure. I know a lot  

happened in those hours.  

Q Sure.  

A It seemed like forever, so I can't tell you.  

It's probably roughly about the correct time, give or 

take a few minutes, or within the hour anyway, I would 

think.  

Q At the time that you gave this statement, had  

you been aware of Casey allegedly telling her brother, 

Lee, that she had not seen Caylee for 31 days?  

A Yes. This would have been after that.  

Q Okay. Was that statement given before the 

police arrived?  

A I walked in and heard her say that, I  

believe, after I had called 9 - 1- 1 the second time.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And that's what prompted m e to call 9 - 1- 1 the  

 

  third time.  

Q Okay. Did you all at that point count 

backwards 31 days?  

A No. I did not.  

Q [Pause] You've told law enforcement that the 

last time you physically saw Casey and Caylee together 

was on June 15th of 2008?  

Q  
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A Correct.  

Q Okay. Of course, your first statement was  

that it was June 9th that you've indicated - A

 June 8th.  

Q June 8th. I'm sorry. That the last time I 

guess anyone say them, saw Caylee, was on June 9th? 

A Correct.  

Q You've indicated that you came up with that 

date --  

A Restate that because you said June 9th again.  

¶ The last time anybody, to your knowledge, saw  

Caylee was June 9th.  

A Okay. That would have been George. Yes.  

Correct.  

Q So you came up with that date of June 8th and 

June 9th how?  

A Mainly because I thought that was Father's  

Day, but I was a week off. I had been visiting my  

 

  father several weeks in a row because he had become 

progressively ill, to the point where they had called 

Hospice in - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  and we really didn't think he was going to  

last much longer. So it was very important for me to 

make sure that I had taken Caylee to see him.  
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Q  R i g h t .  

A And I thought Father's Day was the 8th.  

Q All right. In Casey's --  have you seen 

Casey's written statement?  

A I think I saw it a long time ago.  

Q All right. She also wrote June 9th. A I 

believe she did because she heard me say  

June 8th - -  

Q T o  w h o m ?  

A --  was when I had taken --  probably when I  

spoke to the officers as they came into the house.  

Q Okay. [Pause] Do you remember the 

chronology that you gave law enforcement as having 

occurred between June 15th and July 15th?  

A I remember some of the inci dences.  

Q All right. Starting then with June 16th 

of  

2008, tell me what contact you had with Casey.  

A I think we played phone tag. I believe she  

called me on my cell.  

Q On June 16th?  

A On June 16th.  

Q Okay. For what purpose?  

A Just to check in and to let me know that - -  

she said that she and Caylee were going to stay at - at 

Zanny's house. Crash at Zanny's, is what she said.  
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Why? 

A Because she was tired. She had to work late  

and she had to get up early the next morning and go 

back to work the next morning. And she thought it 

would be better for Caylee, instead of having to drag 

her back out late at --  you know, late at night and 

then  early in the morning.  

Q At that point in time, how far did you 

believe this Zanny to have lived from you?  

A Not that far. She was --  I thought she lived  

somewhere off of Conway/Michigan area, somewhere in 

there.  

Q How far is that from your 

residence approximately?  

A It depends on traffic. Mile - wise --  

Q M i l e a g e ?  

A --  I really don't --  I can't judge miles.  

Probably within ten miles.  

Q So you believe you had a phone conversation? 

A Yes.  

Q Have you reviewed Casey's cellphone  

records - -  

A Not --  

Q --  from that period of time?  

A Not since last fall.  
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Q Have you reviewed yours?  

A Not since --  not since last fall.  

Q Do you recall seeing that contact on the 

records, a June 16th contact?  

A I believe it was sometime in the afternoon,  

from --  by the time I was leaving work, sometime around 

6:00, 5:30 to six o'clock. That's my usual time that I 

would speak with her.  

Q How many times do you believe that you 

talked to Casey on June 16th of 2008, any type of 

contact?  

A I can't remember mo re than once. I could  

have talked to her twice, which wouldn't have been 

unusual. She may have called my work.  

Q Okay.  

A But that wouldn't be on my cellphone  

Q All right. Do you believe that her calls to 

you were late evening, early evening, late afterno on, 

early afternoon?  

A Again, I believe it was sometime between 5:30  

and 6:00 p.m., my normal time when I would leave work.  

Q Okay.  

A So whatever you want to call that. Early  

evening - -  

Q Late af ternoon.  

A --  late after --  well, afternoon to me is  
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until 4:00. 

Q Okay.  

A 4:00 to 5:00.  

Q All right. But they weren't late - night calls  

saying - -  

A No.  

Q --  hey, I'm stuck at work - -  

A No.  

Q --  Caylee is with Zanny; we're going to just  

crash here?  

A No. It was like --  she already knew her  

schedule.  

Q Okay. Do you believe that your husband,  

George, had any phone contact with Casey on June 16th?  

A Usually he checked in with her in the  

afternoon. He'd usually leave for work sometime 

between 1:00 and 2:00 and then he usually would check 

with her. A couple hours later he usually would call 

her.  

So I would imagine he, you know, tried to 

call her or did get through to her at least one poin t 

in the day. We always tried to contact each other at 

least once through the day.  

Q All right. Today do you have any 

knowledge as to whether or not they had phone contact 

on June  
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16th? I know you're telling me what your typical 

pattern was.  

A Right. I can't tell you for sure if they did  

or not.  

Q Okay. The same question as it relates to  

Lee. Do you believe that Lee and Casey spoke on the  

phone at any point in time on June 16th, 2008? 

A I have no idea.  

Q Have you spoken with anyone who said that  

they had phone contact with Casey on June 16th of 2008? 

A I believe Jesse Grund said that he had a call  

or two from Casey that day.  

Q All right. What did he tell you about those 

calls?  

A I think he said they --  they were kind of  

maybe close together, in the afternoon.  

Q Okay. What was the subject?  

A I --  I don't remember. I'm not sure he even  

told me.  

Q Do you remember how long she said she was  

going to stay with Zanny?  

A As far as I know, in the beginning, on the  

Monday, it was just overnight.  

Q Did that change at some point?  

A Yes.  
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¶ How were you made aware of that?  

A I believe she called me on Tuesday.  

Q The 17th?  

A Yes.  

Q And said what?  

A And I think they were having some kind of  

event she said that they had to get set up for and she 

was going to have to stay. I'm not sure if it was 

Tuesday or Wednesday of that week, the 17th or 18th 

that they were going to --  I think it had to do with 

Hard Rock Café, some event that they had.  

Q Okay. How many times do you believe 

you would have talked to her on the 17th?  

A Maybe once or twice.  

Q Do you know of anyone else who actually spoke 

with her on the 17th?  

A I don't know.  

Q Okay. How about the rest of that week? 

She didn't return - -  

A Correct.  

Q --  as far as you knew - -  

A Correct.  

Q --  on June 17th?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. How about the 18th?  
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A The 18th I know she was staying --  she said  

she was actually staying at a hotel or something and 

she had a co - worker that Zanny also babysat her child, 

and - -  

Q J u l i e t ?  

A Juliet. And Zanny was watching Annabelle and  

Caylee. And she said it was just easier for Zanny to 

come and be with both the girls so that both moms could 

see the girls. So she was going to go with them.  

Q All right. You believe that they were 

staying at the Hard Rock Hotel?  

A Yes.  

Q In Orlando?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay.  

A On - -  

Q Near Universa l?  

A Yes. On Wednesday.  

Q Were they going to be staying there for 

several days --  

A No.  

Q --  to your understanding?  

A She said they were going to go ahead and move  

their meeting on to Tampa and stay at Busch G ardens. 

It had to do with Busch Gardens, Hard Rock and  
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Universal.  

Q Okay. Did you continue to have some sort of 

daily contact with Casey for those days that she said 

that she was in Orlando at the Hard Rock Café and then 

moving to Tampa at Busch Gardens or something like 

that?  

A Yes. I did have contact with her.  

Q What t ype?  

A Phone. I believe she called me at work and I  

believe I spoke to her on my cellphone.  

Q What about text messaging?  

A Possibly. That's probably when I started  

texting more, was during that time.  

Q W h y ?  

A I really never needed to text and never  

really had an opportunity to text before.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A It was always the phone. But she was in  

meetings and I figured that was a way to talk to her 

rather than to interrupt her. And then the same way 

with me at work during the day. If she needed to get 

through to me, we started texting.  

Q Okay. When you spoke with her on the phone,  

was there any sense of urgency - -  

A No. Not at that time.  
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Q --  in her voice? Panic? Anything that you  

as her mother would recognize as distress?  

A No. I did not --  I did not sense that at  

that time.  

Q Do you believe that that is something that 

you would have been able to detect?  

A Probably, yes.  

Q Okay. How long did you believe that Casey 

was in the Tampa area?  

A Until --  well, she was supposed to head back  

on Sunday and then they decided to stay at the park 

when I spoke to her Sunday. They were going to leave 

Sunday and they decided because they did not have an 

opportunity to do anything with the girls on Sunday, so 

they were going to take the children to Busch Gardens 

and the Animal Kingdom. So she said she was going to 

come home on Monday, the --  I think that was the 23rd.  

Q Okay. Busch Gard ens in Tampa; Animal Kingdom 

back in Orlando?  

A What's the animal place in Busch Gardens?  

MR. ASHTON: It's just Busch Gardens.  

THE WITNESS: Busch Gardens have --  okay. 

Well, I know they were - -  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Oh, yeah. It's Africa Theme or something.  
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A Yeah. Something like Out of --  Out of  

Africa, something there. I know they have a separate 

little thing besides the normal animals there.  

Q Okay. So you believed that it was her  

intent, according to what she was telling you, to stay 

in Tampa June 22nd into June 23rd?  

A Right. They were suppose d to leave on the  

23rd, in the morning, to come home.  

Q All right. Where did you believe her to be  

after the 23rd or on and after the 23rd?  

A On the 23rd, after I didn't hear from her,  

probably about eleven o'clock, somewhere around there 

because she said they would be in early in the morning, 

I know I started calling her. I called her several 

times because I started getting worried about her 

coming home.  

And she finally called me back later in the 

afternoon apologizing, but told me that Zanny had been 

in an accident on their way back from Tampa, that Zanny 

was driving her friend's --  her roommate --  not 

Jennifer, the --  Raquel Ferrell.  

Q Okay.  

A And --  because Raquel, I guess, had come  

over, over the weekend and stayed with the girls. And  

Casey and Juliet and Annabelle and Caylee were in  
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Casey's car following them and she said they were a few 

cars ahead and Zanny had gotten into an accident.  

So she had gone to the hospital with Zanny 

and Juliet had taken the  girls back to the hotel and 

checked back in to the hotel in Tampa. They had just 

gotten onto, I think, 75 to come back to 1 - 4 when the 

accident happened.  

Q Did she tell you what hotel she was 

staying in in Tampa?  

A She probably did at the time. You know, I  

think I told the officers I believed it may have been 

the Marriott, but I'm not sure exactly. I know she 

told me but, you know, by July 15th when I found out 

Caylee wasn't around, everything just kind of went 

blurr y.  

Q Blurred. Right. Did you have some knowledge  

of what sort of car this Zanny had before the accident?  

A Casey told me I believe she had a Toyota  

Camry prior to, something like that, is what she had 

talked about before.  

Q Did you have any other detail about that 

vehicle?  

A Not the color or anything. I'm not sure if  

it was burgundy or whatever or maroon or --  

Q Okay. That color is sticking out in your  
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mind - -  

A It - -  

Q --  l ike a reddish of some sort?  

A --  seems like it was reddish in color, from  

my memory, but I can't tell you for sure.  

Q You did tell the police that Casey told you 

after this accident that Zanny ended up with a 2008 

silver Ford Focus?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. So that would not have been a vehicle 

registered to the Zanny person?  

A I believe what Casey told me is that her  

stepfather - -  

Q Whose? 

A --  had bought Zanny the new car and after she  

had totaled her car in the accident, that she got this 

silver Ford Focus.  

¶ Okay. As a vehicle that she owned, not a  

rental?  

A I have no idea.  

Q Okay.  

A She just said her stepdad was helping her get  

a new car. So I'm not sure if it was in his name or 

hers or whatever.  

Q It's your understanding that Zanny, after  
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this accident, spent some time at Tampa General 

Hospital?  

A I believe it was Tampa General.  

Q That was something you had suggested in your 

questioning of Casey?  

A That's --  that's what I had --  yeah. That's  

what I had --  she had asked --  oh, she told me. That's 

what I think I remember, was Tampa General. I'm not 

sure of any other hospital right there.  

Q Okay. And she confirmed to you at that point 

that, yes, that's where this Zanny person was - A

 That's what she told me.  

Q - -  hospi ta l ized?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. Are these conversations that you're 

having over the phone --  

A Yes.  

Q --  typically?  

A Yes.  

Q Did you text message her throughout the 

period of time that you believed that she was tending 

to Zanny at the hospital?  

A I possibly could have. I know --  I know I  

probably did try texting her if I couldn't get her on 

the phone. I'm sure I probably did.  
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Q Okay. Did you believe Casey to be in Tampa 

on June 24th of 2008?  

A Some part of the day. I believe that either  

--  it was either the 24th or 25th. She came back home 

temporarily to pick up a couple things and to --  to 

stop by Zanny's apartment to get some things that Zanny 

needed.  

Q All right. Did Casey tell you how s he was 

able to access Zanny's apartment?  

A I believe either her other roommate,  

Jennifer, or Raquel was able to --  I'm not sure if she 

had an extra key or not.  

Q All right. That was specifically discussed, 

like, how did -- -  

A No.  

Q --  you get in there?  

A No.  

Q Did you believe that she had traveled with  

Q  
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  someone from Tampa to Orlando to go to Zanny's 

apartment?  

A No. I --  I didn't ask her if she was by  

herself or not. I had just assumed she was probably by 

herself, but I didn't ask her.  

Q Did you ask her about Caylee?  

A Yes. She said she was with Juliet. And she  
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knew bringing her back to me, there would be no sitter, 

so it was smarter to keep her with Juliet and - -  

Q Okay.  

A --  and Annabelle.  

Q When did you actually find out that Casey was 

in Orlando on June 24th?  

A If that's the day that the gas can was taken  

from the house, then it would have been speaking with 

her. Because I remember when George called me about 

the gas can, when I spoke to Casey, just in passing I 

said: Someone broke into the shed today and took Dad's 

gas can.  

And she said: Mom, it was me. I needed the 

gas can for gas.  

And I said: Well, then you need to tell your  

dad.  

And so that's pretty much th e conversation. 

All right.  

A If that was the 24th.  

Q You were working that whole day - -  

A Yes.  

Q --  as you recall?  

A Yes.  

Q Do you recall if George was working that day? 

A I'm not sure if he was working. I know  
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George at that time was working afternoons. Sometimes 

he would go in early afternoon and sometimes it would 

be later in the afternoon. But he didn't work the 

morning. I know that.  

Q Do you have knowledge as to how he discovered 

that his gas cans were missing?  

A I believe he went to the shed either to mow  

the grass or just to go in and get something from the 

shed.  

Q Okay. How do you secure the sheds? How did 

you at that time secure the sheds?  

A The only shed that we had locked at that time  

was that particular --  we have three sheds.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A Was --  that particular shed had a lock on it.  

The other sheds we just had bicycles and odds - and- end 

things, tires a nd just, you know, pool supplies and 

things like that. So he had a lock on that shed.  

 

  Q Combination lock? Key lock?  

A No. Key lock.  

Q Like a Master lock?  

A Yeah. Something like that.  

Q Okay. How did Casey break into that? 

A I have no idea. My understanding is that,  

from what I heard after the fact, was that Tony broke  

Q  
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into it. He broke the lock.  

Q Using what?  

A I have no idea.  

Q Okay.  

A We do have some pavers next to --  little  

teeny, four - by- four - inch pavers and a few bricks that 

we --  left over from when we did the front and the 

back, for our patio. We had some sitting beside the 

shed, so he could have used something like that. So 

there was something there that he could have grabbed, 

but I'm not sure.  

Q Did you see the broken lock?  

A No. I did not. I --  what I saw was the - -  

you know where the lock goes through? You know, a shed 

has a piece that comes out and then there's a place 

that you put --  what actually broke was the lock inside 

the shed. I'm not sure if it was the actual lock 

itself that broke.  

Q Okay.  

A But I know th at George had to replace the  

inside lock on the shed where you latch it. Because 

it's just fiberglass. It's a fiberglass shed.  

Q Okay. If you wanted to get into that shed,  

how would you have done it?  

A I would have used the key.  
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Q Where was that?  

A George usually kept them in his toolbox in  

the garage.  

Q Did George call you to tell you about the 

shed break - in prior to your findin g out Casey was in 

Orlando that day?  

A Yes. I believe so. George told me about the  

break - in before I had found out about Casey.  

Q Did you suspect that Casey did it?  

A No. Not when George told me.  

Q Okay. Did George suspect Casey had something 

to do with that?  

A I don't believe so or he wouldn't have called  

the sheriff's department.  

Q Okay. Casey admitted to you on June 24th 

that it was her that broke in?  

A When I --  the day that I told her about the  

gas can, that dad had reported to the she riff's 

department that the shed had been broken into and the 

gas can was stolen, she said: Mom, I took the gas can.  

Q Do you believe that she admitted that to you 

before or after her contact with George that day?  

A I believe it was before her contact with  

George.  

Q Okay. [Pause] Do you believe that she stole  
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them --  stole the gas can that day and then returned 

later with an empty gas can --  gas cans?  

A I'm not sure if it was that day or what day.  

But I know that's the day --  you know, I know that when 

George found it that day. I'm not sure if that's the 

same d ay or not. I believe it to be when she borrowed 

the cans. I'm not sure.  

Q You --  you used the word borrow. Do you know 

if she had your husband's or your permission to go into 

the shed and take the gas - -  

A She didn't need permission. I mean, what - -  

you know, Lee doesn't need permission to go into the 

shed, Casey doesn't need permission to go in the shed, 

and I don't need permission to go in the shed. So it 

--  you know, Lee would borrow the gas can and the lawn 

mower to do his lawn at his --  his previous residence. 

So --  

Q Would he normally alert you all to the fact 

that - -  

A Not necessarily.  

Q --  he was going to do that?  

A Not necessarily.  

Q Okay. Once the culprit was identified by you 

and your husband, did you or he call the sheriff's 

office back and say: All right. You can cease your  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



 

 

224 

investigation into the stolen gas cans. Our daughter  

borrowed them?  

A There was no need to because the deputy said  

it was less than $100, that there would be no 

investigation and they would not pursue it. So there 

was no reason to call them back to tell them to stop 

i t.  

Q All right. So that's a no?  

A That's correct.  

Q Okay. Where did you believe Casey to go 

after she had contact with your husband at your 

residence?  

A Back to Tampa.  

Q Uh- huh. For how long?  

A I believe until Friday of that week.  

Q Did you have contact with her on the phone 

every day? Every - -  

A Yes. I believe --  

Q --  other day?  

A Every day, I believe.  

Q Okay. What were you saying to her?  

A You know, I was concerned about Zanny. I was  

missing Caylee. But she assured me Caylee was with 

Annabelle and Juliet and so - -  

Q You trusted her at that point?  
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A I trusted her. I had no reason not to.  

Q Did you have any conce rn. at that point that 

she was lying to you regarding her whereabouts? A

 No. Not at that time.  

Q [Pause] When did you believe she returned to 

Orlando?  

A I was under the impression she returned on  

that Friday of that week.  

Q The 27th?  

A Probably.  

Q The Friday, the 20th, was when she was -

A Yes. Because Monday was the 30th. Yes.  

Q Okay. You believe she returned to Orlando on 

the 27th?  

A That's what she told me.  

Q Okay. Where did you think she was?  

A Back at the Hard Rock Hotel with Zanny and  

then they were meeting up with Jeffrey Hopkins --  

Q Okay.  

A --  and Zachary.  

Q Is what she told you?  

A Yes.  

Q From there, did she stay just that Friday or 

the whole weekend, according to what she told you? 

A I believe it was until Monday.  
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Q Monday, the 30th? 

A Yes. I believe so.  

Q Did you have contact with her on the 30th?  

A I'm sure I did.  

Q Yes? 

A I'm sure. Yes.  

Q Okay. You were off that entire week - -  

A Correct.  

--  correct? Through the 4th of July  

holiday - -  

A Uh- huh.  

Q --  which last year was on Friday?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. Did you tell Casey that you had taken 

vacation that week?  

A Yes.  

Q Did you ask her to allow you to sit with  

Caylee  

A Yes.  

Q --  for that week? And what was the response?  

A She was going to spend some time with Jeff  

and Zachary and she wanted Caylee and Zachary to kind 

of --  you know, they hadn't seen each other for several 

months, to kind of play.  

Q Okay. For how long?  
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A I believe a couple days.  

Q In Orlando or somewhere else?  

A In Orlando. They --  I believe they were  

still staying at the hotel.  

Q Okay. This is Jeffrey Hopkins - -  

A Yes.  

Q -- that you're referring to? It's also your 

understanding, from what Casey had told you at some 

point in time, that Jeffrey Hopkins is the person that 

introduced her to Zanny?  

A Correct.  

Q Did she tell you she was going out of town 

then at that point?  

A Which point? That week? Yes.  

Q After - -  

A Yeah.  

Q After they were supposedly at this Hard Rock 

Hotel in Orlando?  

A Yes. At one point, I believe it was possibly  

the 3rd,  I  bel ieve that she was back at work. And I 

was trying to arrange where I could go pick Caylee up. 

Evidently, what Casey had said was that she was able to 

get Caylee in and they had some children's events going 

on at the park.  

¶ You're talking about Universal Orlando?  

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



 

 

228 

A Yes. And so Annabelle and Caylee and  

Zachary, they were playing at the park. So on the 3rd, 

I asked her if I could get her and spend the day with 

her. And I believed that Casey was at work, so I drove 

to Universal Studios.  

Q Okay. You weren't working that 

day? A No. That week I was on vacation.  

Q Okay. Was George?  

A I believe he went to work that afternoon.  

Q Was it on July 3rd that Casey told you they 

were at the park, those children, while she worked? 

A In the mor ning. Yes. She did.  

Q Okay. What time do you think you got there? 

A Sometime probably between 2:00 and 3:00,  

possibly. Somewhere in that time frame. It was after  

1:30, I'm sure.  

Q All right. And then you paid for their 

outrageous parking fee?  

A I pai d --  I think it was $10 to get into the  

park.  

Q Yeah. Just the parking garage?  

A Right. Yeah. To the garage. Correct.  

Q Okay. So then you went, what, towards City 

Walk?  

A I went to Guest Services.  
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Q Okay.  

A And - -  

Q Did you have to go through City Walk? 

A Yes. Yes. I believe so.  

Q Okay. To the entrance to - -  

A Yeah. Right outside the entrance to the  

park.  

Q Okay. Islands of Adventure or Universal 

Studios?  

A Well, it kind of branches, I think, right  

when you get there.  

Q Right.  

A So I was --  before I paid, it was --  at City  

Walk, there's Guest Services right there where you can 

get tickets to go in or whatever. I sat outside Guest 

Services and called Casey on my phone.  

Q Okay. Had you ever been to her office - -  

A No.  

Q --  at Universal Studios?  

A No. Only the office when she was in Human  

Resources.  

Q Okay. So you called her on her cell using 

your cell and said: Here I am.  

What did she say to you?  

A She told me that she wasn't there and that  



 

 

she was in Jacksonville. And I was perturbed.  

Q To say the least, I'm sure.  

A Yes.  

Q Right. And did you say: What in the world  

are you doing in Jacksonville? You told me they were 

at the park. How did that go?  

A Yeah. I mean, pretty much I asked her why  

she was in Jacksonville and why she didn't tell me she 

was headed to Jacksonville. And she said she was with 

Jeff and Zachary and they were going to go to his home 

in Jacksonville and spend some time.  

She said that she wanted --  here's what she -

-  she said that her boss said that because of everything 

that had happened, she could take some t ime off. And she 

said that it was like a vacation for her and Caylee.  

Q What everything that had happened?  

A With the accident and everything and them  

 

working all through the weekend and the week before.  

Q Okay.  

A That they had put in a lot of hours and that  

she could go ahead and have the time off. So she said: 

Mom, it would be a good time for me and Caylee - -

because at that point, Caylee --  she said th at Caylee 

was with either the sitters or Juliet. Casey hadn't  
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1 spent a lot of time with Caylee. So she told me that  

she wanted to spend some time with Caylee and it was an 

opportunity for Casey to see Jeff and his mom.  

Q Okay. At that point you had to think that 

she was lying to you.  

A Well, at that point I figured she probably  

was in Jacksonville because she had friends in 

Jacksonville. So I figured she was lying about working 

and just --  that particular day so --  

Q Did you tell her: I think you're lying?  

A Yeah. I mean, I actually called her friend  

Ryan, and asked Ryan - -  

Q Ryan Pasley? 

A Pasley - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  if he had spoken to her. And he said,  

yes, he actually had spoken to her earlier in the day.  

And he said that Casey had said something to him about  

 

  meeting up with him in Jacksonville. So that's why I 

figured she really was in Jacksonville because Ryan had 

said that Casey had spoken to him about seeing him 

while she was there.  

Q He lives in Jacksonville?  

A Yes.  

Q You talked to him on July 3rd?  
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A Yes.  

Q Ryan Pasley?  

A Yes.  

Q To say have you --  have you seen Casey in 

Jacksonville?  

A Yes. Or I said: Have you spoken with Casey  

lately?  

And he said: Yeah. I've spoken to her 

earlier today.  

And I said: What was it about?  

And he said: About getting in touch and 

being able to see her.  

Q O k a y .  

A But they hadn't set anything up, as far as I  

remember.  

Q Now, this entire time that you're having this  

contact with Casey over the phone, you knew she was at  

the house on the 24th, you had no contact with Caylee?  

A No.  

Q You've told the police that?  

A Right. Correct.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: On --  can I get this 

marked?  

[Whereupon, the document referred to was 

marked for identification as Exhibit Number 4.]  
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BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q --  July 3rd --  yesterday when we 

were speaking, you referenced you going onto 

MySpace. A Correct.  

Q Okay. You set up the account that 

day? A Correct.  

Q Okay. I'm going to show you what's 

State's Exhibit 4. [Handing] Do you recognize 

that? A Yes.  

Q Okay. What do you recognize it to be?  

A The only thing is, there 

was no picture on  

there because I didn' t know how to put a picture. 

Someone has since put a picture on there. I never 

had a picture up.  

Q You're talking about the small - -  

A Yes.  

Q --  picture of you?  

A The picture of myself and Caylee. I never  

put a picture up there so --  I didn't know how to do 

that. So I don't know when that was placed there or by 

whom. 

Q All right. What made you decide to create 

a MySpace account?  

A Because I wanted to talk to Casey in a way --  

I had told her on the phone I was upset with her that  
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she didn't let me see Caylee. And I pretty much - -

Casey, and I, and Lee, when we are upset, we tend to 

write. So this was my way of getting my feelings out. 

And I wanted her --  I asked her to be my friend. And I 

really didn't know how MySpace worked at that time. 

didn't realize that it was a public thing.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A I figured if you clicked on someone's  

profile, then that's who you were --  and allowed them 

to be your friend, then they could see your site.  

Q Who helped you create that?  

A I did. I figured it out the best that I  

could.  

Q Okay. You had some prior knowledge that 

Casey communicated with her friends via MySpace? 

A Oh, yeah. MySpace and Facebook.  

Q Okay. So did you feel that on July 3rd, by 

writing that, that you could get a reaction --  

A I figured --  

Q --  out of her?  

A --  she would call me or e - mail me back. If  

she couldn't talk to me, she'd write. I figured this 

was an outlet where she could write to me if she needed 

to.  

Q What time of day did you create this?  
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A In the evening, I'm sure. It was probably  

late at night. Well, it says 8:44 p.m., so - -  

Q Did you create your MySpace page or profile 

and then immediately start writing?  

A Yeah. I did it all in one night. And then I  

believe I only went back to it, like, the next day or 

the following day to see if I had an answer 

particularly to that. I don't even think I referenced 

her, when I spoke to her on the phone, about the 

MySpace.  

Q Okay.  

A Because I just kind of wanted her to see it.  

Q All right. Did you ta lk to Lee on July 

3rd? A Yes. I did.  

Q What did you tell him?  

A I told him about the incident with Casey that  

day.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And he thought he had heard through some  

friends that Casey was in town  up through the 3rd, but 

he didn't have confirmation of that. So he was going 

to just go downtown and see if he could come up with - or 

catch up to any of her friends. So I told him, you 

know, please to do that, to see if any of her friends 

knew where she was at.  
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Q Do you know if Lee did some MySpace/Facebook 

research on July 3rd, trying to figure out where Casey, 

or her friends might be that night?  

A I'm sure he did. And that's probably where  

he figured it out.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Can we go off the record?  

[Whereupon, there was an interruption in the 

proceedings, after which the following 

transpired:]  

[Whereupon, Mr. Ashton left the deposition 

room.]  

THE WITNESS: Do you want to wait for --  

okay.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: He'll be right back. 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q We were talking about July 3rd and the  

MySpace message that you created; right?  

A Correct.  

Q Did you tell Lee that you had created or were  

going to create a message on MySpace for Casey?  

A I can't remember if I told him that or not.  

I really can't.  

[Whereupon, Mr. Ashton returned to the 

deposition room.]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  
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Q Do you have an extra copy of that? I don't 

know if it's in the pile of information at the bottom. 

A [Examining]  

MR. GEORGE: You want a copy of that?  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Sure. We can probably 

just run across and have a copy  made if you can't 

find it in there.  

[Whereupon, Mr. George left the deposition 

room.]  

MR. BAEZ: Oh, there she is. We can see you 

now on the screen.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: There you are.  

MS. LYON: Okay.  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Don't see it in the pile of information that 

you were given?  

A No.  

Q Okay. It may not have made its way into the  

packet. You created the profile, put in your age, your 

horoscope sign or astrological sign - -  

A Yeah. That was pretty easy.  

--  your city. Okay. That's all the things 

that you did at the beginning of --  when you're 

creating this - -  

A Right.  
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Q --  prof i le?  

A Right. Correct. I think you have to do that  

before you can do anything else.  

Q Okay. You put a title on your message?  

A I think: My Caylee is Missing.  

Q Why did you select that as your title?  

A Because she was missing in my heart at that  

point. I mean, she was not in my life at that point, 

so that's the aspect that I was referring to, not 

physically missing.  

Q All right. Well, at that point you had no  

idea; correct?  

A Correct.  

Q And no one had told you - -  

A Correct.  

Q --  anything about her being gone?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. It also has a section on there for the 

mood, and you put what, do you remember?  

A Probably distraught.  

[Whereupon, Mr. George returned to the 

deposition room.]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Did that give you options or is 

that something that you wrote yourself?  
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A I think it gives you options.  

Q All right. And you selected distraught? 

A Yeah.  

Q All right. [Examining] Now, your first 

sentence: She came into my life unexpectedly, just as 

she has left me.  

A Correct.  

Q What did you mean?  

A You know, Caylee came in. She wasn't  

planned. And, again, Lee and Casey and I are writers. 

So we - -  

Q S u r e .  

A --  write kind of metaphorically. So - -  

Q Certainly.  

A --  it's not always exactly what it means.  

Q Which is why I'm asking you.  

A But Lee and Casey and I understand that. We  

kind of have that same mentality, I guess. So it just  

 

  meant that she suddenly --  you know, she was there and 

then she wasn't there physically, you know, in my 

heart.  

Q Okay. So when you say she came into your 

life unexpectedly, you're referring to the fact that 

Casey's pregnancy was unplanned?  

A Correct.  
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Q [Examining] And when you 

say: Just as she has left me; your not having contact 

with Caylee for an extended period of time, as it _ -  

A Right.  

Q --  had been at this point, was unexpected to  

you?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. [Examining] The second line: 

This precious little angel from above gave me 

strength and unconditional love.  

Okay. You're referring to Caylee - -  

A Correct.  

Q--  as giving you those things. 

[Examining] Now she is gone and I don't know why.  

Why did you write that?  

A Because I wasn't sure at  that point if Casey  

was just deliberately keeping her from me, or 

whatever, and I just wanted Casey to explain why she 

had lied to  

me where she was at.  

Q On July 3rd you believed that Casey was  

deliberately keeping Caylee from you?  

A Well, I --  if she was in town during that  

time, possibly in town, then she had to be deliberately  

keeping her from me.  

Q Why would you believe that?  
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A I don't know. That's why I said: I don't  

know why.  

Q [Examining] Okay. All I am guilty of 

is loving her and providing her a safe home.  

Okay. You use the word guilty. Did --  was 

there some suggestion that somebody felt --  that you 

felt somebody was thinking you were guilty of something 

else?  

A No.  

Q Why did you choose those words?  

A I don't know. I seriously don't know.  

Q All right.  

A I mean, it's just an unconditional thing a  

mom does. I mean, there's --  all you do is just do 

what you do so - -  

Q Had Casey accused you of 

something? A No. No.  

Q Suggesting that you had some culpability or  

 

guilt?  

A No.  

Q Nothing?  

A No. She hasn't.  

Q At that point - -  

A No.  

Q --  back then?  
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A To this day.  

Q [Examining] And then you wrote: Jealousy 

has taken her away.  

A You know, you start thinking of things. And  

I didn't know if Casey was jealous of the fact that I 

was off that week and I was going to spend time with 

her. Because the week in June when I had taken off, 

over my birthday - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A Cayl ee and I spent the entire time  

together that week. It was, you know, pretty much her 

and I bonding and, you know, having, you know - -  

Q  F u n .  

A --  fun.  

Q Why would that make Casey jealous?  

A Because --  in my mind, it was because she was  

working and not being able to spend time with her. So  

that's my perspective. And this is what she said, she  

 

  wanted to have time to re - bond with Casey --  I mean, to 

Caylee during this week, that she was not going to be 

working and she'd actually have those days to spend 

with her.  

But I kind of was jealous of Casey, too, 

because I figured the three of us could do something 

together. We usually did.  
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Q Okay. [Examining] Then 

you wrote: Jealousy from the one person that should 

be thankful for all of the love and support given to 

her.  

Who are you referring to?  

A Casey.  

Q Okay. So you're speaking to Casey in 

this? A Correct.  

Q Basically saying, you know - -  

A Hey, what's up.  

Q --  you're jealous of - -  

A Yeah. Why can't I spend time with you? I  

would have gone to Jacksonville. I would have gone 

wherever. I --  you know, if I would have been off 

when s he would have been in Tampa, I would have gone 

there. But I had to work. So this week I was off and 

I felt like I didn't have my girls.  

Q Okay. But instead of saying that 

directly, you decided to say it indirectly by --  

A Again, when we write - -  

Q --  accusing Casey of being jealous?  

A Yeah. And when we write, 

we kind of --  we 

write your deepest feelings. You write it in a way 

that it's going to grab the other person's 

attention.  

Q Okay. [Examining] You wrote: A 

mother's love is deep.  
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Are you referring to you?  

A To both of ours.  

Q [Examining] However, there are limits when 

one is betrayed by the one she loved and trusted the 

most.  

Okay. Who is it that you were referring to 

as having been betrayed?  

A I felt like Casey had betrayed me by not  

confiding in me where she was and why she had to tell 

me she was at Universal that day. Again, that was the 

day that I was upset, that I drove t here and she wasn't 

there and I had found out later on that she was 

supposed to be in Jacksonville.  

Q All right. So you're using an emotionally -

charged word like betrayed for what had occurred on 

July 3rd?  

A Well, I --  she lied to me. That's a  

betrayal. It's a form of betrayal.  

Q  O k a y .  

A So --  and I --  you know, I don't like people  

lying to me.  

Q Me either.  

A So - -  

Q All right. [Examining] So you said: 

There are limits when one is betrayed by the one she 

loved  
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and trusted the most.  

What are --  who are you referring to?  

[Whereupon, there was an interruption in the 

proceedings, after which the following 

transpired:]  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: We had a phone 

malfunction. Sorry. We don't need to make that 

part of our record, I assume.  

MR. ASHTON: How did --  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: I don't know.  

THE WITNESS: Casey and I were best friends 

and we talked about everything. And I felt like 

she wasn't confiding in me. So I trusted Casey 

probably more than anybody on this earth - -  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Okay.  

THE WITNESS: --  at that time and still do. 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Okay. All right. [Examining] A daughter  

comes to her mother for support when she is pregnant. 

You're specifically speaking of Casey coming to 

you --  

A Correct.  

Q --  when she was pregnant. [Examining] And  

you --  then: A mother says without hesitation, it will 

be okay.  
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You're referring to her pregnancy --  

A Correct.  

Q --  and that everything was okay and it 

was? A Corredt.  

Q [Examining] Then you wrote: But then 

the lies and betrayal began.  

Are you talking about from the time of the 

pregnancy the lies and betrayal began?  

A Well, we spoke yesterday about in the last  

year - -  

Q U h- h u h .  

A --  prior to Caylee's disappearance that Casey  

was starting to tell more half - truths - -  

Q R i g h t .  

A --  or partial lies. Part of it was true, but  

part of it was false. So over the last year.  

Q And I believe you said yesterday that you  

were uncertain why she began to do that.  

A To this day I'm still uncertain. And then  

that's when she started to take money.  

Q Okay.  

A So that's what that was referring to.  

Q Okay. The lies --  

A Just trying to figure out where her head was  

at that poi nt.  
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Q All right. So that's just saying the lies 

and betrayal began?  

A Correct.  

Q First it seemed harmless? A Correct. T 

mean, a white --  you know, a  

half - truth, you know, what teenager - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  young adult doesn't do half - truths?  

Q Okay. [Examining] And then you went: Ah, 

love is blind.  

Are you referring to yours? 

A Yes.  

Q Your love for your child?  

A Yes. You know, that's pretty much --  love is  

blind in my marriage and w ith Casey at that point. 

That's what l was referring to.  

Q Okay. [Examining] A mother will look for 

the good in her child.  

You're referring to yourself looking for the 

positives in Casey?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. [Examining] And give them a chance to 

change.  

A Correct.  

Q Again, you're referring to your giving  
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Casey - -  

A Casey a chance to --  like, to make up for  

when she took money and, you know, giving her that 

opportunity to make good. I mean, it's --  it's 

difficult to be a young adult. And I know, you know, 

you can make mistakes. And parents should give their 

children o pportunity to - -  

Q Second or third or even - -  

A Absolutely.  

Q --  fourth chance?  

A Absolutely. You never want to give up on  

your child.  

Q Okay.  

A At least I would never give up on my  

children.  

Q All right. [Examining] This mother 

gave chance after chance for her daughter to change, 

but instead, more lies and betrayal.  

So that's your referring to - -  

A The last few days.  

Q The last few days, not the past year?  

A Pretty much pinpointing it down to the event  

of that day. I mean, that's what --  you know, over the 

last year but, you know, to this point.  

Q Okay. [Examining] What does the mother get  
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for giving her daughter all of these chances?  

That's --  you're referring to you - -  

A Uh- huh.  

Q
-
 --  as the mothe

-
ri

.
 a.ght,er?  

A Corredt
.
. -  

Q [Examining] A broken heart.  

A Correct. I mean, I felt like Casey was my  

best friend, my confidante. And then I found out she 

had been lying to me about where she was at and I 

didn't understand it because that wasn't Casey. We 

talked about everything.  

Q Okay. [Examining] And then you go into some  

specifics: A daughter who stole money --  

A Uh- huh.  

Q  - -  lots of money - -  

A Uh- huh.  

Q Like we talked about yesterday.  

A Correct.  

Q [Examining] Leaves without warning. 

A I mean - -  

Q L e a v e s  w h e n ?  

A --  that week, without warning. I mean, she  

had told me in advance the other days, but she didn't 

tell me that day or I wouldn't have driven to 

Universal. So, to me, it was like leaving out of town  
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that day without giving me an opportunity to see her,  

to see Caylee. That's what I was referring to, that 

day.  

Q All right. And now --  let me see. I lost my  

place here. [Examining] And does not let her mother 

--  you; correct?  

A [Nods head affirmatively]  

Q [Examining] --  now speak to the baby that - -  

and you're referring to Caylee; correct?  

A Uh- huh.  

Q That's a yes?  

A Yes.  

[Examining] --  that her mother --  referring  

to you - -  

A Correct.  

[Examining] --  raised, fed, clothed, 

sheltered, paid her medical bills, et cetera.  

A Correct. We discussed that --  I figured I  

was 40 percent --  yesterday, taking care of her. And I 

did say that I paid some of her medical bills. And I 

did provide, you know, a place for her to live and I 

bought groceries most of the time, so -- 

Q [Examining] Instead tells her friends - -  

you're referring to Casey telling her own friends; 

correct?  
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A Uh- huh.  

Q [Examining] --  that her mother --  you?  

A Uh- huh.  

Q [Examining] --  is controlling her [Casey's  

life] and she [Casey] needs her space.  

A Correct.  

¶ Where did you hear that?  

A I remember one time she had said something to  

Annie, her friend Annie Downing [sic].  

Q Downing?  

A Yes. Like, around Caylee's birthday.  

Q Second birthday?  

A Second birthday, that I had taken it over.  

Q The party?  

A The party. But Casey was, you know, visiting  

with all of her friends. We had 30 some people in the 

house. So it was kind of like I was trying to get 

Casey to direct when to eat, when to do the cake and 

different things so - -  

Q Okay. Well, that was almo st more than a 

year - -  

A Year.  

Q  - -  prior.  

A But when you start thinking and you're upset,  

you pull whatever.  
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Q Had you heard that more recently from some of 

Casey's friends, that she was accusing you of trying to 

control her life?  

A No.  

Q Of being a controlling person?  

A No. I hadn't really spoken to her friends.  

I hadn't spoken to Annie for quite some time, probably 

since maybe four or five months and reall y didn't speak 

with her that much until --  you know, except around 

Caylee's birthday.  

Q Had you heard from some other sources then, 

perhaps from Lee, who had talked to her friends that 

Casey was accusing you of being controlling?  

A I don't remember a conversation with Lee  

about that. Not specifically.  

Q Okay. Did Casey, when you were speaking to 

her prior to July 3rd --  I don't know if you had a tone 

on the phone with her --  did she make any accusations?  

You know: You need to leave me alone, give me my 

space, that type of stuff?  

A Well, when I was upset with her on the 3rd,  

she said she needed time to be with Caylee and to have 

some time to herself. We had talked, probably over the 

last four months prior to this, about her eventually 

getting an apartment. She had talked about getting one  
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with Juliet and possibly even Zanny.  

But I told Casey I thought she should have 

more of a --  you know, she should have a savings 

account.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And I told her there's no reason to get  

herself financially out there. And I told her it would 

be hard for her dad and I to help her with an 

apartment. Usually you have to have the first, you 

know, couple months rent - -  

Q R i g h t .  

A --  and the last month a nd deposits and things  

like that. But we had talked about it. She did speak 

about possibly moving in.  

So I didn't know if this was the time that 

she was really thinking about doing that or not so - -  

Q Did you tell me yesterday what Caylee called 

you?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. There's been some suggestion from 

some of Casey's friends that you wanted Caylee to call 

you "mommy".  

A Yeah. Jesse Grund said that. There was one  

time within the first week of Caylee's birth, and Jesse 

was at the house pretty much every da y after Caylee  
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came home that --  I don't know if you've ever --  I 

don't know if you have more than one child or not, but 

sometimes you slip. Sometimes I would start to call 

Casey, Lee and went through this --  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  with my mom. I have three brothers, but I  

would be Rick, Dan or Gary sometimes. And it's hard 

when you're holding a new baby. And I had never said 

"grandma" before. And the first time --  one of the 

first times at the house, I think I said something 

like: Let mommy pick you up.  

And I picked her up and said that and Casey 

heard me. And I said: Oh, I mean grandma.  

I never wanted Caylee to call me "grandma" - I 

mean, "mama" or "mommy". I always wanted he r to call me 

"grammy". In fact, we had talked about it.  

Q We, who?  

A Casey and I, about what I was going to be  

called once, you know, we found out about Caylee [sic] 

being pregnant. We were talking about, you know, names 

for Caylee. And she goes: What do you want to be 

called, you know, mom, when --  and I said: Well, not 

"grandma" right away.  

Q  O k a y .  

A You know, probably "grammy," or something  
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like that. And then Casey came up with "CC".  

Q Okay. All right. [Examining] Then you 

wrote: No money, no future.  

You're talking about Casey's present 

circumstance?  

A Correct.  

Q You believed her to have no money?  

A Well, I know she didn't have a lot saved up.  

I know she didn't have a bank account. So that's what 

I meant by no money.  

Q All right. [Examining] And then: 

No future.  

A Well, you know, I mean , she was working at  

Universal. I wanted her to go into photography and 

that's what she wanted to do so - -  

Q [Examining] And then you wrote: Where did 

she go?  

And you're referring to Caylee?  

A To Casey.  

Q Where did she, Casey, go?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. [Examining] Who is now watching out 

for the little angel?  

Caylee?  

A Caylee. Right.  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



 

 

256 

Q Why were you concerned about that?  

A It wasn't me. It wasn't me tucking her in,  

making sure that, you know, everything was okay. But I 

didn't need to be there. I mean, there's --  you know, 

I mean, Casey was a great mom. But I just felt like 

one of my children was taken from me.  

Q Okay. That's the one that's marked as 

the exhibit.  

A Okay.  

Q Did you get a response to this?  

A No. Never by MySpace.  

Q By any other means?  

A Yeah. Eventually Casey talked to me about  

it. I can't remember which day, but we did talk about 

it. She asked me why I had written on MySpace and I 

told her that I was trying to figure out what was going 

on and I was hoping that she would let me know, you 

know, what was going on in her mind and why she  

couldn't come to me and tell me, you know --  you know, 

face to face or talk to me.  

Q All right. You said you don't remember what  

day you actually - -  

A No. I don't remember - -  

Q --  had that conversation?  

A --  what day. I know it was --  I know it was  
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a couple of days. Like I said, I checked my MySpace a 

couple of times just --  you know, in the beginning, 

just to see if she would respond. And then she didn't,  

SO -- 

Q Okay.  

A I didn't know if she had computer access or  

not. At that time I didn't know my --  you know, that 

my computer was missing. I didn't know if she had one.  

Q Did you exchange text messages after July 3rd 

before July 15th?  

A Yes. I'm sure we did.  

Q Did they discuss - -  

A I don't think - -  

Q - -  to your recollection - -  

A --  in the text --  I'm not sure the text  

messages specifically. I know at some point we have 

the conversation about it, but I don't think it was by 

text. I think it was talking on the phone.  

Q Did you continue to talk to her every day - A

 Pretty much.  

Q --  after that?  

A Pretty much.  

Q Did you express what you expressed on you're  

MySpace page to her continually from that point, July 

3rd --  
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A Yes.  

- -  up until - -  

A Yes.  

Q - -  Ju l y  15 th?  

A Yes.  

¶ How did you express that?  

A I told her that I wanted her to come home.  

And somewhere around the 4th or 5th, she was going to 

come home. She had been having problems with her gas 

gauge and that's why she had been borrowing the gas 

cans. She had used the gas cans prior to June.  

Q She told you she was having problems with the 

gas gauge?  

A Yes. And George and I had been wanting her  

to get her brakes done and, you know, everything. But 

we told her she needed to pay for all that stuff.  We 

wanted to get the car tuned up. And I was concerned 

about her traveling and I told her that I wanted her to  
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 make sure that the car had oil checked and everything, 

especially since I figured she was in Tampa and then up 

in Jacksonville.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And she had told me on that weekend that Jeff  

had taken her car to one of his friend's - -  

Q In Jacksonvi l le?  

Q  
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A --  in Jacksonville. She wasn't sure when.  

And supposedly he was ordering a part for her, for her 

gas tank and the car wasn't ready for several days  

so --  

Q So you're thinking she's stuck in  

Jacksonville?  

A I thought she was stuck in Jacksonville.  

Q Okay. Did she tell you that she returned at 

some point?  

A Oh, gosh. [Pause] I think somewhere around  

the 10th.  

Q So spent another six days?  

A Somewhere around the 10th she was supposed to  

be coming back. Let's see. The 5th was Saturday.  

Q 4th was Friday last year.  

A Friday. 6th must have been Monday then.  

Q H u h - u h .  

A No. The 7th was Monday.  

Q 7th  i s  Monday.  

A Okay.  

Q 2008.  

A All right. Then whatever that Friday was.  

Q The 11th?  

A Yeah. She was supposed to come back and Jeff  

was going to actually come back and follow her. And  
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then she told me that weekend the reason she didn't is 

because Jeff's mother was getting married and they were 

going --  she was going to stay for the wedding.  

So --  and then by that Sunday is when we got 

the notice - -  

Q On the door.  

A --  on the door but didn't know what it was  

for. And then Tuesday is when I found out.  

Q Tuesday, the 15th.  

A Right.  

Q All right. You sent text messages to Casey 

during this time - A I'm sure I did.  

Q --  basically saying, hello - -  

A Yeah.  

Q --  you kn ow, I'm your mom.  

A Come home. I miss you - -  

Q R i g h t .  

 

A --  you know.  

Q Did the contact sort of dwindle after the 3rd 

when you had this argument, so to speak?  

A No. Not really. I think it was --  I mean, I  

kept it up and she would call me back. I mean, I would 

try her more than she would try me.  

Q U h - h u h .  
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A So, I  mean, I was constantly trying to get a  

hold of her.  

Q And you believed Caylee was with her this 

entire time?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. So that gets us up to July 15th.  

A Uh- huh.  

Q As it relates to that time line, this is what 

you believe that you've told law enforcement - A

 Yes.  

Q - -  about  what  - -  

A Pretty much.  

Q --  Casey told you transpired between June 

16th and, at that point, to July 14th?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. Is there anything about that timeline 

that you want to chang e at this point in time? A

 I don't know where she was or anything  

 

different. I mean, that's what I believed at that 

time, so I can't go back in time and change something 

that I stated back then. So - -  

Q All right. Do you believe that you told the 

truth, as you knew it, to law enforcement about that 

timeline that Casey gave you?  

A I believe I told them as best as I could  
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remember the dates that I could remember during that 

time. Yes. I believe I was forthcoming with them.  

Q All right. It was not your intent to mislead 

them in any way --  

A No.  

Q --  about what Casey told you she did and  

where she was?  

No.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Okay.  

MR. CONWAY: Can we take a short break?  

MR. ASHTON: It's been --  yeah. I was going 

to say, it's been - -  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Certainly. Let's go off 

the record.  

[Whereupon, a recess was taken, after which 

the following transpired:]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q All right. We just finished discussing the  

 

time line that Casey had given you as to her  

whereabouts from June 16th through at least July 14th 

of 2008.  

A [Nods head affirmatively]  

Q Is there anything about what she told you 

that you have learned was true?  

A I'm not sure any of it.  
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Q  O k a y .  

A I'm not sure.  

Q Have you, in fact, learned that everything 

she told you was false, a lie?  

A I'm not sure everything she told me during  

that time was a lie. But her whereabouts was a lie.  

Q All right. A lot of the discussion that you 

had with he r during that time frame was where she was? 

A Correct.  

Q So every day when you asked where she was, 

she says she's crashing at Zanny's at the beginning of 

that time frame.  

A Uh- huh.  

Q Have you found out since that that's not 

where she was?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. She talked about having gone to the 

Hard Rock Hotel. Have you found out that's not where  

 

she was? 

A Correct.  

Q She talk ed about going to Tampa and Busch 

Gardens. You found out that's not where she was?  

A Correct.  

Q She talked about going to Tampa General with 

somebody who was in an accident. You found out that's  
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not true --  

A Correct.  

Q --  correct? All right. You believed that  

she had returned to Orlando and was working at  

Universal Studios on July 3rd?  

A Correct.  

Q You found out that that was not true?  

A Correct.  

Q You believed that weekend, July 3rd through 

the 4th, and even the following week, that she was in 

Jacksonville with a Jeffrey Hopkins; correct?  

A Correct.  

Q And you found out that wasn't true?  

A Correct.  

Q You believed she had her car - -  

A Correct.  

Q --  from July 27th through --  I'm sorry, Jun e 

27th through July 14th and that wasn't true; correct?  

 

A Correct.  

Q She told you she was having her car worked on 

in Jacksonville; not true?  

A Correct.  

Q All right. Rather than me going back through 

all of what we've discussed probably for an hour, is 

there something that you told me that you can point to  
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now as you definitely knowing was true?  

A No. But your statement was, when I answered  

it, was everything that Casey told me and you were not 

specific about her whereabouts. So she told me she 

loved me. She told me things like that. So I can't 

say no. I mea n - -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  I can't say that. So I was answering you  

as honestly as I could with your broad statement.  

Q All right.  

A So - -  

Q Regarding her whereabouts.  

A I --  that again; correct. That's what I  

said, that her whereab outs was the one thing that I 

said it was not true.  

Q And that would also be accurate as it relates 

to Caylee's whereabouts during that time frame? A

 Correct.  

Q Okay. Do you also believe that she lied 

about who she was with during that time frame? 

A More than likely, yes.  

Q Okay. Is there any person that she said she 

was with during that time frame where you, over the 

past year, were able to confirm, either your self or 

through the investigator you hired or based on your  
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contact with Mr. Baez, that there's somebody who she 

was with during
-
that time frame where what she told you 

was true?  

A No. I have not conf irmed.  

Q Have you tried?  

A Yes. We have. We're still looking for  

Zanny.  

Q All right. Are you still looking for Juliet 

Lewis and Annabelle?  

A I know Dominic is looking. I'm not actively  

looking for her as much as we're looking for Zanny.  

Q All right. How about the person referred to 

as Jeffrey Hopkins that she was in Jacksonville with? 

Are you still looking --  when I say you, I mean 

you/somebody working on your behalf still looking for 

that person.  

A Yes. To my knowledge, yes.  

Q All right.  And his son, Zachary?  

 

A Yes.  

Q Okay. How about --  you had mentioned some 

other names in there. Jennifer?  

A Jennifer - -  

Q  F e r r e l l ?  

A Jennifer Rosa and Raquel Ferrell.  

Q Right. Have you been able to verify that  
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those people exist?  

A We are looking into it. We have tracked down  

a Jennifer Rosa and we're currently looking into her 

right now.  

Q Where is she?  

A When I say tracked down --  [pause]. We found  

a Jennifer Rosa in the --  on the Dean's List - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  at Valencia Community College in 2000 --  I  

believe it was, like, 2003. And we're trying to find 

out where --  you know, where she is, that particular 

Jennifer Rosa.  

Q All right. So that's sort of - -  

A That's within the last two weeks.  

Q --  a mixture of some of the names that you've 

gotten. It's Jennifer --  

A Jennifer Rosa and Raquel Ferrell --  

Q O k a y .  

A --  were supposed to be Zanny's roommates.  

Q All right. So --  but you think there is a 

Jennifer Rosa that went to Valencia?  

A When I  pulled up the Dean's List, there is a  

Jennifer Rosa on the Dean's List for that --  in the 

2000s, like 2003/2004.  

Q O k a y .  
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A Which would have been about the right time  

frame for her.  

Q [Pause]  

A In fact, I think I provided that information  

to you.  

Q  I  remember reading that. Yes.  

A Okay.  

Q The 15th of June, you said that you were 

at the home where your father was. You went over to 

your mother's house.  

A Uh- huh.  

Q Caylee was with you. Casey was not.  

A Correct.  

Q What time do you believe you arrived home 

finally that day?  

A Sometime between 4:00 and 5:00.  

Q Where was Casey that day?  

A She was supposed to be working.  

 

Q Have you found out where she actually was?  

A No.  

Q Did she ever come home that day?  

A Yes. She did.  

Q About what time?  

A Oh, probably 7:00ish, somewhere around there.  

6:30/7:00.  
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Q What time did she go to bed that evening, if 

you recall?  

A Oh, man. We probably stayed up and watched  

Desperate Housewives together. I tucked the girls in 

and I stayed in Casey's room and watched that with 

them. So probably maybe 10:00 or so.  

Q Now, earlier we talked about whether or not 

Caylee had a schedule. Did she have a bedtime? A

 Yes.  

Q What was it?  

A Caylee usually went down somewhere between  

8:30 and 9:30.  

Q O k a y .  

A And Caylee would have already been sleeping.  

But a lot of times I would join them because Caylee 

slept in Casey's bed. And we would just stay up and 

watch TV and Caylee wo uld be there sleeping and we - -

she'd be between us.  

 

  Q All right. Did Caylee sleep with Casey a 

lot? 

A Every night.  

Q Okay.  

A She didn't sleep in her bed during the night,  

just during the day, for a nap once in a while. But 

it's usually on Casey's bed.  
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¶ So you specifically remember watching  

Desperate Housewives on - -  

A I believe we did.  

--  June 15th?  

A I believe we did.  

Q Okay. It's been suggested that you and Casey 

had a disagreement of some sort on June 15th of 2008. 

A I'm not - -  

Q A n y  - -  

A I've heard that, but we did not have a  

disagreement on that day. In fact, it was a great day.  

Q Okay. Did you talk to Casey that day about 

the money that she had took from your mother?  

A No. In fact, in the morning we had brief  

conversation that I was just going to get up and take 

Caylee. And  I think I left the house somewhere around 

9:30 in the morning and took Caylee to see my dad. 

It's an hour's drive.  

And then when we got --  when Casey got home 

that evening, Caylee and I were in the --  was in the 

pool.  

Q  U h - h u h .  

A And when Casey came outside, she asked if the  

water was warm and she was going to join us. And I 

told her it was getting kind of chilly and I said  
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Caylee is getting kind of shrivelly. I said: Why 

don't you go get her bath ready?  

So Casey went back in, got Caylee's bath 

ready, came out with a towel and took Caylee.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And then I finished putting the pool stuff  

away and took the ladder off the pool and then went 

inside. And I think by that. t ime Caylee was in the tub 

with Casey.  

Q O k a y .  

A So --  and then after that, Casey got  

something to eat and then we sat and watched my dad's 

video and we cried. I call it my dad's video because 

that was the whole purpose of taking the camera that 

day, was to get my dad and Caylee together. But when 

we got there, he perked right up when he saw us.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And from that point on, he continued to  

improve.  

Q How did you watch that? Did you have a plug 

into the television?  

A Yeah. Well, no. Actually to the computer,  

my desktop.  

Q Oh, to your desktop?  

A You plug the --  yes. The camera that the  
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sheriff's office has could plug right into my desktop.  

Q Okay. Did Casey take a copy or have a copy 

somehow taken from your camera and put onto your 

laptop, to your knowledge?  

A At some point she may have. I don't recall  

her doing it that night. I know she put it on the 

desktop at that point, but I'm not sure when she put 

on the laptop. But I know the desktop, while we were 

watching it, she was putting it on the desktop.  

Q Okay. [Pause] All right. So it's your 

testimony that there was no disagreement with Casey of 

any sort on June 15th of 2008?  

A No.  

Q Yesterday we had talked about whether or not 

you noticed whether any of your property had been 

missing from the house prio r to July 15th of 2008 and 

you said only the gas cans?  

A Correct.  
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 Q Do you remember that we had discussed that?  

A Yes.  

Q Did you notice whether or not any of Caylee's 

items were missing from the house from June 16th on? 

June 16th of last year, on.  

A At some point I realized Caylee's doll --  she  

called her "mama" --  was not there. And then I noticed  
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a week later, after June 16th, that Caylee's teddy was 

gone. Because I actually had "Teddy" with me a few 

nights because I missed Caylee so much. You could 

smell Caylee in the beginning still a little bit on 

"Teddy," so I would go in and hold "Teddy".  

But I noticed, like, a week later or so 

that "Teddy" was gone and Casey did tell me she 

picked them up for Cay lee.  

Q All right. So you knew Casey to have been 

in the house - -  

A Yes.  

Q --  herself?  

A She had told me that she was in the house.  

She was stopping by specifically to get new underwear, 

bras and some extra clothing and Caylee's "mama" and 

"Teddy".  

Q All right. Any other items of Caylee's  

missing? Any specific clothing that you remember 

was 

gone; backpacks, books, things like that?  

A Her Dora Explorer backpack was missing and - -  

which was a normal thing, though . When Casey would 

leave, I mean, that's what she'd pack diapers in and -

-  

Q As a diaper bag?  

A Yeah. As a diaper bag. And even though  

Caylee was pretty much potty trained, we still kept a  
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74 Pull - Up because it would be easier for her. And then  

if she had an accident, I mean, she was, you know - -  

Q She slept in Pull - Ups? 

A Yes.  

Q All the time?  

A Absolutely. Even though she would go through  

the night most of the time without having a problem. 

Once in a while she would have a --  you know, something 

through the night. But she was getting up sometimes, 

but most of the time she would hold it through the 

night so - -  

Q Uh- huh.  

A But I don't recall clothing. I know her  

blanket wasn't at the house. And  I hadn't recalled 

seeing that blanket for a couple months. Really didn't 

think much of it. I just thought it was put in one of 

the drawers. Really didn't look for it because it was 

kind of warm then and she really didn't need the  

 

blanket, so I wasn't looking for the blanket. But I 

realized later that the blanket was gone.  

Q What kind of blanket are you talking about?  

A It's a Winnie - the - Pooh blanket.  

Q Any other bedding items?  

A No. Not that I can think of that was  

missing.  
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Q All right. Prior to July 15th of 2008, when 

was the last time you, yourself, would have seen 

Casey's car --  or your car that you all gave to Casey?  

A Would have been July --  I mean, excuse me.  

Prior to would have been June 16th, the morning that I 

left for work. The car was -- -  

Q Where  was  i t ?  

A --  in the driveway. Either in the driveway  

or on the street. Probably in the driveway.  

Q All right. Had you also heard Caylee and 

Casey in the room --  

A On the --  

Q --  the morning of the 16th?  

A No. That morning I didn't. I actually left  

probably a half hour or 45 minutes earlier than normal 

and I didn't want to go in and disturb them. Some 

mornings, if I wasn't leaving until like 7:30, Caylee 

would already be up --  

 

  Q U h - h u h .  

A --  or I'd go in and kiss them goodbye because  

I'd figure she'd be up in Casey's room where I could 

hear  the TV on with their door shut and they'd be in 

there talking or giggling or whatever.  

But that morning I didn't hear anything, so I 

didn't want to bother them because it was a little bit  
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earlier and I figured that extra half - hour or so could 

let them sleep.  

Q  U h - h u h .  

A So I just left that morning, but the door was  

shut, so I didn't see them. So that's why I said I 

physically didn't see them, but I knew they were home 

on the 16th.  

Q Okay. They were in Casey's room - -  

A Yes.  

Q --  to the best of your knowledge?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. [Pause] All right. The last time you 

actually physically saw Casey's car prior to July 1 5th 

was June 16th of last year. When would have been the 

last time you were in it?  

A Probably that weekend or something.  

don't - -  

Q What  weekend?  

Q  

  A The weekend of the 14th and 15th, possibly.  

I mean, a lot of times --  I can't say if I was in it. 

But a lot of times if I saw, like, she had a pair of 

clothes, you know, something in the back, sometimes I'd 

take it out and wash it for her or whatever. A lot of 

times I helped Casey put Caylee in or - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

Q  
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A --  pick her up. For sure probably Friday,  

you know, but - -  

Q Friday, the 13th?  

A Yeah. Probably picking --  Casey probably  

dropped Caylee off at my work. That was typically 

the thing. So I would go to the car and get her. So 

- -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  somewhere in that time frame. Within a  

few days.  

Q All right. When would have been the 

last time you would have driven it?  

A Oh, man. I haven't driven Casey's car for a  

while. I can't tell you the last time I drove her car.  

Q Did you have knowledge as to whether or 

not Casey stored anything in the trunk?  

A Yeah. She would keep --  usually she had a  

basket and she would keep --  we had a blanket that we  

kept in there and I 'm pretty sure she had a first - aid  

 

kit. And usually she would have an extra change of 

clothes, maybe a pair of shoes in there. And I 

think she even had new seat covers in there. And a 

visor for the windshield is usually kept in the 

trunk.  

We were going to put new seat covers on 

her car because there was a couple of, you know, 

places that was getting thinner.  
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Q  U h - h u h .  

A We were going to protect it, but we never did  

it. I would have had to make some changes because 

of the way Casey's headrest was. But I never got 

around to sewing it, but she kept it in her car.  

Q All right. The basket that you referred 

to as having - -  

A A collapsible basket.  

Q Describe it.  

A It's just a plastic basket, 

probably two - by-  

maybe- fourteen. And then you flip the sides in and it 

would fold down.  

Q You said plastic?  

A Uh- huh. I carry them in my car and George  

carries them in his car.  

Q Okay. Do you recall the color?  

A Hers could have been blue. Mine are white.  

I think hers was blue with black sides.  

 

Q Do you know where that 

collapsible basket is now? 

A I don't think the sheriff's department took  

it, so it's probably at the house.  

Q Okay. When is the last time you would 

have been in Casey's trunk to retrieve any item?  

A It would have been the --  when we got the car  
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back on the 15th of July.  

Q Okay. Then prior to that?  

A Like I said, to take anything out of the  

trunk, I don't think I've been in the trunk for, 

I don't know, maybe a month or so prior to that. I 

personally - -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  had been in the trunk prior to, you know  

--  I mean, like a month before, prior to June 16th.  

Q For what purpose?  

A Probably helping Casey get extra stuff out of  

the trunk of the car. I mean, once in a while I'd 

help her clean out her car.  

Q O k a y .  

A You know, typical kids. You know, there  

woul d be Cheerios in the back seat. And George was 

pretty meticulous about cleaning the car. So we'd 

empty stuff out and usually we'd vacuum the trunk, 

too.  

 

So probably a month prior to that.  

Q All right. When you say George is  

meticulous, he is the one who accepted responsibility 
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 to the car.  

basically for keeping all the cars clean?  

A George likes to clean the cars. He likes to  

do that. If we have a visitor, if his family is 

staying over, he washes their car. If friends stay  
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over, he washes their car. He likes to do that. 

So that's his thing.  

Q And he did that with Casey's car?  

A Uh- huh.  

Q Would regularly vacuum the interior?  

A Yeah. Whenever he'd wash a car, he vacuumed  

the interior and usually the trunk as well.  

Q Okay.  

A Again, George had a car dealership.  

¶ Makes sense.  

A Keeping an auto clean was particular.  

Q Who had --  Z know we touched on this a 

little bit yesterday when we were talking about keys 

to your house. Who has keys or had keys to Casey's 

car?  

A We had an extra set at the 

house and then - -  

that George and 1 would, you know, just have in case 

we neede d it. But Casey had the two spare keys. 

She - oh, well, she had a spare key and the key on her  

 

keychain. She typically put the spare key in 

her pocket, as we discussed yesterday.  

Q Right.  



 

 to the car.  

A And that was something Casey had decided to  

do.  

Q All right. So sounds to me like three keys  
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A Uh- huh.  

Q Have you accounted for all of 

those?. A I believe so.  

Q Where are they?  

A I think we still have one and I think the  

sheriff's department has the one on her keychain. 

Maybe not the one that Casey would carry, the spare 

one. I'm not sure if they have that or not. I 

don't think we do. I know we have the one that we 

had.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A But --  and I know the sheriff's department  

has the key to the car obviously. But I'm not sure 

if the other one has been accounted for. I'don't --  

I haven't looked for it and I don't remember seeing 

it with Casey's stuff that came back to the house on 

the  

--  in the morning on the 16th.  

Q Okay. Where do you all keep your extra 

set of keys?  

 

A We have a box. It's kind of like a  

decorative box right by the door that goes into our 

garage.  
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 to the car.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A It hangs on the wall and it opens up, and we  

keep our spare keys there. We have an extra set for 

Lee, myself, George's car and we used to keep Casey's  



 285 

 

there.  

Q When you found out about the car being at the  

tow yard, are those the keys 

that you all took --  A Yes.  

Q --  there?  

A Yeah.  

Q Okay. Do you have any knowledge of 

someone other than Casey having --  aside from the tow 

company, having the car from June 16th  to June 30th?  

A No. I have no knowledge. I know George at  

some point thought he had seen Casey's car on 

Chickasaw, but I kept telling him it can't be because 

Casey is not home. But there is a car similar to 

Casey's car that's in the area, but it doesn't have the 

bra.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A It's a white Pontiac. Because I used to see  

it and think it was Lee when he was driving the car.  

 

But this one, George had thought that there was a male 

with a ball cap driving Casey's car sometime 

between the 16th and the 27th.  

In fact, he called me on his way to work one 

day and said he had thought he had seen it somewhere on 

Narcoossee because he was going to work that way. 

Narcoossee is right around the corner from us. In  
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fact, that's where Johnson's Towing is - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  is on Narcoossee Road. And --  and I just  

kind of blew it off. And then I remember one 

night coming home from work, he told me he had seen 

the car again in the area. But I --  I had not seen 

the car.  

Q Okay. Has anyone told you that someone 

else had access to Casey's car between June 16th 

and Jun e 30th?  

A Not that I recall.  

Q Okay. Is there anything that you would 

need to assist you in recalling that?  

A I mean, I don't think anybody specifically  

told me. I mean, I know that --  I mean, when you 

say access, I know she was with Tony.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And I know since then that Tony assisted her  

getting gas.  

 

Q  U h - h u h .  

A So I don't know if Tony had possession of her  

keys or was just there with the car. But, again, I 

don't know if he had access, when you say access. He 

probably did, if she was staying with him. He 

probably did have access to the car. But I don't know 

for sure, but I would think he would.  
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Q  O k a y .  

A The same way with Ricardo and Amy. I've  

since found out she was staying with them during that 

time. And if her stuff was there, they would 

probably have access --  

Q O k a y .  

A --  to her car. But, again, I don't know that  

for a fact.  

¶ All right. Did Casey borrow your car at any  

time between June 16th and July 15th?  

A No. And I know there's reference to that,  

but that was definitely a mistake by George. And 

I told the sheriff's  department that.  

Q Right.  

A Because the night that he said he followed  

Casey when she borrowed my car, Caylee was with me 

so that had to have been prior to.  

Q Okay. I recall you saying that to them.  

 

Yes.  

When did you first --  let me go back. I 

know that we talked about the July 3rd MySpace.  

A Uh- huh.  

Q Is that the first time that you had a 

problem with your lack of contact with Caylee?  

A Yes. Yes.  
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Q Okay. Did you express 

your concern as you did here on the MySpace page 

to anyone else?  

A My mom and I --  I mean, my mom knew that I  

hadn't seen Caylee for a while because I --  again, 

during that time, I was visiting my mom and dad 

pretty much weekly and my mom would ask me. When we 

talked regularly on the phone, she would ask me if I 

had seen Caylee. And I said no. And she knew that 

I was missing Caylee a lot.  

Q Right.  

A So, in fact, I saw my  mom and dad in that  

time frame, possibly the 5th, somewhere in the 

weekend, and we had talked, and my mom actually had 

said she thought she had heard --  she had received a 

phone call during that time and thought she had 

heard Caylee's voice, but she wasn' t sure. She 

said she heard a little one. But my mom is very 

hard of hearing.  

Q U h - h u h .  

 

A Even with her hearing aids, she typically  

can't hear. So she just heard what sounded like 

a child but couldn't make it out.  

Q Had Casey called her, your mother?  

A I don't know, and my mom doesn't have caller  

T.D. I have not checked my mom's phone records. 

But did mention this to the sheriff's department, 

so  
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hopefully they did check my mom's phone records.  

Q Now, I know you weren't working the week 

of the 30th. Did you return --  of June. Did you 

return to wor k after the 4th of July?  

A Yes. That Monday.  

Q Did you express anything to your co -

workers about, you know, your not having seen 

Caylee?  

A Yeah. I probably said that, you know, .I  

hadn't seen Caylee.  

Q What do you remember about your conversation  

and who do you recall speaking with?  

A I probably spoke with my scheduler, Charles  

Crittenden, and possibly Deb. But Deb sits right 

next to Charles.  

Q Deb who?  

A Deborah Bennett.  

Q Okay.  

A But she sits right next to Charles, so --  the  

office has cubbies.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A My office is down in the front. Theirs is in  

the back of our complex. And if you sit back 

there, anybody can hear you if you have a 

conversation. There's just a partition, so, you know 

--  and I'm not sure when I spoke to my supervisor 

about it, but at  
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some point I spoke with Deborah 

Polisano about it. Q Polisano?  

A Uh- huh.  

¶ How do you spell that?  

A I think it's P - o- l - i - s- a- n- o.  

¶ Now, when we were talking about the July 

3rd incident, you said you mentioned it to Lee. Lee 

was trying to find out through, I guess, some of 

Casey's friends on MySpace where she might be?  

A Correct.  

Q Did he ever report back to you the events 

of that evening?  

A I think he had actually physically gone  

downtown. I can't recall if he actually spoke to 

Casey or not. I know we did talk about it, but I 

really can't tell you what it --  what we act ually 

spoke about. I just know that he did go downtown and 

did look for her. And I know he tried calling her. 

I believe he  

 

may have spoken with  her, but I can't say for sure a  

hundred percent. My memory on that is not that 

specific.  

All right. And your recollection was 

that Lee was on Church Street and Casey was on Wall 

Street, something like that?  

A You know, I'm not real sure, Wall Street or  
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wherever. I know Lee was in the Church Street 

vicinity, but I have no idea where Casey was - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  you know, there. He said that he thought  

she was downtown. But he never physically saw her, 

though.  

Q [Pause] At some point in time we were given 

some copies of photographs of Casey when she was young, 

Lee when she [sic] was young, you when you were 

younger, family pictures, things like that. Have you 

had the hairstyle that you currently have for a lengthy 

period of time?  

A Off and on. I mean, even through the last  

year my hair got longer. But pretty muc h I've kept it 

short. But my hair has been --  I actually was a 

brunette a few years ago. So, no. You know --  you 

know how women are. You just - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  kind of change so --  

Q That's why I asked.  

A And I cut my own hair. So, I mean, I can  

change my hair when I want to so - -  

Q Okay. The length on the top has --  even if 

you let the sides grow, do you keep the top short 

and --  
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A Shorter. Yeah. I don't wear it flat.  

Q Okay. And when were you last brunette?  

A Probably --  let's see. It was about --  that  

was during when George had his total knee replacement, 

so that was - -  

Q Total knee replacement?  

A Yeah.  

Q Is that what you said?  

A Uh- huh. So that was --  it was before Caylee  

was born. Probably --  and it wasn't very long. It was 

probably only for four months. It could have been 

2004, somewhere around there.  

Q All right. Is brunette your - -  

A 2003.  

Q Brunette your natural color?  

A No. Actually, it's blonde. But as you get  

ol der - -  

Q R i g h t .  

 

A --  your roots get darker and you get gray so  

you need to cover stuff up so --  or highlight.  

Q R i g h t .  

A So - -  

Q Yes. I know. And so any blonde that you 

might have now is - -  

A From a bottle.  
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Q --  a result of --  I was going to say 

processing.  

A Well, if I would stay outside every day in  

the sun, my --  the stuff that wasn't white would 

probably bleach out. But - -  

Q  R i g h t .  

A --  unfortunately, being 51, most of it's  

white now so --  or gray.  

Q All right. I'm going to - -  

A Mr. Ashton can confirm.  

MR. ASHTON: I'm shaking my head. I'm with  

you.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: I am going to show you a 

picture of Caylee that has been publicized over 

the past year. If we can get it marked.  

[Whereupon, the document referred to was 

marked for identification as Exhibit Number 5.]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Did you cut Caylee's hair, too?  

A Her bangs. I don't think we did the back too  

often but Casey and I trimmed up her bangs.  

Q Okay. This is marked as State's Exhibit 5.  

[Handing] Do you know when that photograph was taken? 

A 2008 sometime. I believe sometime in the  

early part of the year.  
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Q All right. Do you see the length of Caylee's  

hair in that photograph?  

A Yes.  

Q Is that its approximate length at the last 

time you saw her, or longer or shorter?  

A Somewhere around there. It could be --  like  

I said, you know, it may have been trimmed up a little 

bit. Once in a while we would trim off the very ends, 

but we never really cut her hair short since she was a 

baby.  

Q Right.  

Q  

  A So her hair might have been maybe a half - inch  

or so. But approximate length, yes.  

Q Okay. And that's her natural hair color;  

correct?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. Do you know where that photograph was 

taken? Have you found out?  

Q  

  A Yes. That's Ricardo Morales' --  or actually  

J.P. Chat, that's his place. But Ricardo resides with 

J.P. But that's in Ricardo's room, I guess.  

Q Did you know the address of that location? 

A I think it's on Glenwood.  

Q It's the Glenwood address?  

A Yes.  

 



 

 

     



 

 

292 

Q Okay. When Casey was arrested last year, of 

course, she was photographed. How long --  how long had 

she had the hairstyle that she had on July 16th of 

2008?  

A Casey's hair grows real fast, like mine.  

She's probably had that for at least six months. 

Because prior to that, she had short hair.  

Q Okay.  

A Actually shorter than mine at one point.  

Q Shorter than yours is now?  

A Uh- huh.  

Q Okay. And then let it gro w out?  

A Yeah. I mean, Casey is always getting her  

hair cut or whatever. She's like me. She can cut her 

own hair. And once in a while --  once in a great while 

she would go and have it done. But most of the time 

she'd cut it or I would trim it with her.  

Q What's her natural hair color?  

A Brown.  

Q Same color as Caylee's or a different shade? 

A Her's is a little bit darker brown. Caylee's  

was a little bit lighter.  

¶ All right. When you saw Casey on July 15th,  

did she have the same hairstyle and color as you had 

last seen her with?  
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A Yes.  

Q In the jail visits, you made some 

reference to her dying her hair.  

A Yes.  

Q And she told you she did it herself?  

A Yeah. Casey did dye her hair. I mean, she  

--  we used to highlight her hair. I used to highlight 

her hair. And then when she didn't want the highlights 

any more, she actually got --  she bought a product to 

go ahead and dye her own hair.  

Q Did she go darker - -  

A She tried to match her own color.  

Q --  than her natural color?  

A She tried to match her own color. At one  

point she did go just a tad bit dark er than her own 

color.  

Q All right. How long do you think it had been 

that Casey had been processing her hair one way or 

another? Since what age?  

A I started highlighting her hair sometime in  

high school. Casey didn't start coloring her own hair 

until after Caylee was born.  

Q Okay. How about Lee? Whatever color Lee was 

born with and --  it's just progressed and - -  

A He's had --  yeah. His hair color was pretty  
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much like Caylee's when he was younger. But as he got 

older, it got darker.  

Q Okay. And has he always had short hair?  

A Pretty much since high school, Lee liked his  

head shaved. And he hates going to the barber, so I 

would do his hair. Now Mallory does h is hair, so - -

just shave it.  

Q Okay.  

A And then sometimes he just lets it grow until  

he has the time to get it shaved. But he prefers it 

short.  

Q Has your mother ever been in that Pontiac 

Sunf ire?  

A I can't say she has. I don't recall ever.  

That was kind of a low car for her to get into, so 

typically if we went and --  I don't think so. You 

know, any time I went up there, I usually drove my 

4Runner, and then as of late, you know, George's car.  

Q Okay. On July 15t h --  since we're trying to 

go --  

A She may have ridden with my son at some point  

when Lee had the car, but I don't believe with Casey.  

Q Okay.  

A So I can't say for sure that she hadn't, but  

--  Lee may have, because Lee once in a while would go  
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see her. He may have taken her to lunch or something  

in his car, so I can't say for sure.  

Q When is the last time Lee had the car  

regularly?  

`A  Oh, let's see. Lee got his car in 2005,  

his - -  

Q His Vader '05?  

A Yes. That's why --  that's how I remember, is  

he got it '05.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A Vader was taken, so he just did '05 because  

that's when he got his car brand new.  

Q O k a y .  

So that's when Casey got that car.  

Q Got the Sunfire. Sunbird? Sunfire?  

A Sunfire.  

Q Sunfire. That's right. All right. On July 

15th, that's when George went to the post office, got 

the registered or certified letter, determined that the 

car was actually at Johnson's Wrecker --  

A Correct.  

Q  --  and that's when that whole ball was put 

into motion?  

A Correct.  
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¶ Did you go to the tow yard?  
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A Not in the beginning. George went by  

himself. But when he got there, they wouldn't release 

it to him because, number one, he didn't bring the 

title.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A He didn't know he needed to bring the title.  

And I needed to be present because it --  the title was 

in both of our names. Even though on the back he had 

signed it over to me back in 2003 --  

Q  U h - h u h .  

A --  I mean, 2005, after Caylee was born, when  

we separated. He had signed the car over, but I never 

took it to the title, so it was still registered in 

both of our names, and we still had the insurance - -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  in our names. Plus he needed almost $500  

of cash, so he called me.  

Q You were at  work?  

Q  

  A Yes. 

Q Okay. So you then met him?  

A Yes. Met him back at the house. Because  

obviously he had to come back, you know, so that I 

could pick him up because we couldn't have three cars 

down there. So it was smarter for me to meet him at 

the house and get the title. And on the way home from  
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my work, I stopped by the ATM and got out $500.  

Q All right. But at some point in time 

imagine you started calling Casey?  

A Yes. I called Casey right after George told  

me that the Sunfire was there, I called her. And I'm 

not sure if I got her the first time, but within a few 

minutes she called me back or I got her on the phone.  

And I told her, I said: Obviously you're not 

in Jacksonville and you've go t a lot of explaining to 

do. I said: We found your car. And I said: I need 

you to come home. And - -  

Q What did she say?  

A She told me that she would explain later.  

And I was getting ready at that point to go meet 

George, so I didn't pursue that any more. I was just 

--  did not want to deal with it over the phone. It's 

something I wanted to talk to her face to face.  

Q All right. So, I'll explain later, was all 

you got at that point?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. So you went t o the tow yard. George 

was the one who went back to the car?  

A Yes. While I was taking care of --  when we  

got there, I actually was the one that went up to the 

counter and spoke with the girl there and took care of  
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the transaction.  

Q Okay. So - -  

A And then he went with the manager of the tow  

yard and went back to the car.  

[Whereupon, the document referred to was 

marked for identification as Exhibit Number 6.] 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q I'm going to show you a picture which has  

been marked as State's Exhibit 6. [Handing] Do you 

recognize what's in the picture?  

A No. I've never seen that picture. This is  

the first time  I've ever seen the picture.  

Q Okay. I take it then that you never saw this  

bag of garbage in anyone's car?  

A No. My husband told me that there was  

garbage in the back of Casey's car. I never saw it.  

MR. BAEZ: For the record, there's two bags  

of garbage in the --  in the photograph. Are you  

referring to the one on the left or the right? 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Either one. Did you ever see any - -  

A I didn't even know there was two bags. I  

thought there was only one bag of garbage. This is the 

f irst time I realized there was actually two bags of 

garbage in the back of the car. I was always referred  
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to as - -  

Q I'm not saying that.  

A --  bag of garbage. But I'm seeing in the  

picture there's two bags of garbage.  

Q Right. And we haven't discussed with you 

where --  

A Well, I'm - -  

Q --  these bags were - -  

A Okay.  

Q --  when the picture was taken so 

- A All right. Well, I'm assuming 

then.  

Q But I had asked you if you 

recognized anything in here.  

A No. I didn't. I can't tell if it's in the  

--  I can't tell. It's too dark. The background is too 

dark to make out where it's at.  

Q All right. But the point i s, you don't 

recognize anything that's in this picture which is --  

A No.  

Q --  State's 6 in evidence? All right. 

[Whereupon, Mr. George left the deposition 

room.]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK: 

You had said that your husband told you there 

was a bag of garbage where?  
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A In the trunk of Casey's car.  

Q Okay. Did he say he touched the bag?  

A No. He never touched the bag, from what he  

told me. He said that the gentleman from Johnson's is 

the one that opened up the trunk and grabbed the bag 

and said: Here's the reason for your smell; and then 

tossed it into the Dumpster. And the Dumpster was 

right next to the car.  

Q Okay. That's what George told you?  

A That's what George told me. I didn't see it  

because I was still over at the window. And by then I 

was probably getting into my. car. I didn't see him 

until he came around. So I didn't see that  because I 

could not see where they were at.  

Q Okay. You told the news media on July --  the 

day of the bond hearing, July 22nd, I believe - A

 Whatever that Monday was.  

Q July 22nd of 2008, that there was a rotting 

pizza in the trunk with maggots.  

A Yes.  

Q Did you ever see that?  

A No. I didn't. But that's what my husband  

told me. Because he said when the trunk of the car was  

opened up, there was flies that flew out of the car and  

there was maggots. There was a pizza box and there was  
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maggots in it. And the gentleman tossed it over into  

the --  the trash.  

Q All right. So your husband George told you 

flies flew out of the trunk and he told you he saw 

maggots?  

A Yes.  

Q Where? 

A In the trunk of the car, with the --  the  

garbage.  

Q Okay. Did you ever see maggots in the trunk 

of the car?  

A No. I never saw maggots.  

Q Even once the car is back at your 

house? ANo. I did not see maggots.  

Q Did you look in the trunk of the 

car? A Yes.  

Q Okay. No maggots?  

A Well, I didn't got with a microscope.  

Q  R i g h t .  

A All I did when I went in there, I took out  

the stuff that was in the car because the car smelled 

bad, so I set it out in the garage to let it air out. 

And we left the trunk of the car open with the windows 

down and the sunroof open.  

Q O k a y .  
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A But I --  again, I didn't go in with a  

flashlight or anything.  

Q Sure. So any statements that you made about 

what was in the trunk of the car at the tow yard is 

based on information you received from George?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. When did you first have contact with 

the car that day --  I'm sorry --  July 15th of - -  

A When we arrived back home. Because we --  I  

followed George back home from the tow yard, which is 

less than two miles from our house. I followed him 

back home.  

Q Okay. At that point, did you have any 

knowledge that there was a smell in the car?  

A Yes. I k new there was a smell in the car  

when George pulled around from --  while we were still 

at the tow yard, when he pulled around. He had his 

window down and he said: The car stinks.  

 

  And I said: Okay.  

So I followed him and went home. When we got 

home, naturally you could smell it.  

Q Are those the exact words he used?  

A I think so.  

Q The car stinks?  

A Yes. I mean, I can't say the exact words,  
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but he said: The car stinks.  

Q Okay. Did you see what he did at that point 

to try to minimize the odor - -  

A The only thing I - -  

Q --  while he was driving?  

A --  could see from my car --  because, again, I  

was in my car. By the time he drove around, I was 

already in my car ready to follow. I rolled my window 

down and he's facing out, so the passenger window was 

already down.  

Q O k a y .  

A And the driver window was down. That's the  

only thing that I could see. And the sunroof was open. 

So that's the only thing I could see from my car that 

he had done.  

Q All right. So do you drive to work at that 

point, or do you go home?  

A No. I go home.  

Q Okay.  

A I follow George home.  

Q Where did George park the car?  

A He pulled it on my side of the garage,  

inside, which would be the --  if you're facing my house 

from the street, it would be on the left - hand side. He 

pulled it right in the garage. There's more room on  
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that side because the washer and dryer is on the other 

side.  

Q Okay. Is that the first contact you then had 

with the car?  

A Yes.  

¶ In the garage --  

A Yes.  

Q - -  of  your  house?  

A Yes.  

Q All right. What was the first thing you  

noticed about the car?  

A The smell obviously when I got out of my car.  

Q Can you describe that today?  

A It was pungent odor.  

Q All right. You had earlier discussed the  

fact that you were a nurse - -  

A Uh- huh.  

Q --  for a long period of time.  

Q  
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  A Uh- huh.  

Q You had previously told law enforcement that 

you had had contact with a dead body - -  

A Yes. I have - -  

Q --  in the past, through your employment? AYes. I have had contact with a dead body.  

Q What sort of contact?  

Q  
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A All nurses usually have to make a trip  

through the morgue --  

Q  R i g h t .  

A --  while they're training. And naturally I  

had to do that. And I've also debrided rotting flesh.  

Q U h- h u h .  

A So I've had that smell.  

Q All right. [Pause] Your first --  one of 

your first thoughts was that that pungent odor smelled 

like a dead body?  

A No. My first thought, when George told me  

there was garbage rotting and I realized how long the 

car had been sitting out in the open sun, I figured it 

was the garbage. I still at th at point had no idea or 

even thought that it could be anything else.  

Q Did George tell you what he thought?  

A Not at that time. No.  

Q [Pause] What did you do --  you, yourself, do  

 

  with the car at that point?  

A I took the --  I think there was her work bag,  

her purse was on the front seat, that --  and I found a 

steak knife in the front seat of the car and Casey's 

lanyard was on the front passenger's side of the car. 

I took that out and set it on --  we have a  freezer in 

the garage. I set that there.  
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In the backseat I saw a pair of pants. It 

was her gray work slacks that had, like, a pinstripe in 

it. And they had an odor. So I already had --  we 

always separate laundry. We have a couple of laundry 

baskets in the garage and I always separate darks and 

whites and put stuff on top that if we have to do 

special.  

And I already had a load of dark ready to go, 

so I threw that in and threw the pants in and washed 

those. And Caylee's carseat was in there. I did not 

take the carseat out, but I took her doll out, the 

"mama" doll, and took it out so that it  could air out 

because it also had a smell. And I believe there was a 

pair of Casey's boots - -  

Q Okay.  

A --  in the backseat. I left those in. I  

really didn't worry about her shoes. And in the back 

of the car --  

Q Are you talking about the trunk?  

A The trunk of the car. I took out the  

collapsible bin and whatever was in that bin at that 

time. I don't think I went through that. I just took 

it out and set it on the freezer as well. And I did 

have some Febreeze in the house or in the garage, so I 

spraye d Febreeze in the front seat, the backseat and  
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inside the trunk. And that's pretty much all I did.  

And then George and I went to work.  

Actually, George, I had encouraged him to go while I  

was in the process of that. I probably spent 20 

minutes just doing that.  

Q Okay.  

A And then I had to get back to work.  

Q All right.  

A And George took the battery out of the car.  

Q So no one could come get it?  

A So no one could get it. He put the battery  

away because I didn't want Casey coming home and taking 

the car in case she --  you know, because I did alert 

her that we were going to pick it up. So we took the 

battery out.  

[Whereu pon, the document referred to was 

marked for identification as Exhibit Number 7.] 

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q All right. I'm going to show you State's 

Exhibit 7. It's a diagram. I realize it's not 

perfect, but it's better than having you draw it 

yourself. And, of course, I have my trusty colored 

dot. Some of them have numbers on them. You talked 

about items in the front seat.  

MR. ASHTON: Linda, before you go any --  it's  
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a quarter to 12:00. What time do you want to 

break for lunch?  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Let's go off the record. 

[Whereupon, a luncheon recess was taken, after 

which the following transpired:]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q All right. We're back on the record on 

State of Florida versus Casey Marie Anthony, still  here 

with Cynthia Anthony. When we broke for lunch, we were 

talking about a diagram of a vehicle.  

Recognizing, of course, this isn't the exact 

vehicle, but a --  would you agree it's a reasonable --  

A It's reasonable.  

Q --  replica?  

A Uh- huh.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: I'll give Jose a blank  

copy.  

MR. BAEZ: Looks like a Mach V.  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q Okay. That is --  I don't know if it's a 

diagram of a convertible. But in the photograph --  

A I would say this is the backseat  

[indicating].  

Q Okay. Yeah. In the photograph - A

 It's --  
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Q --  it's as if the roof has been removed.  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. Casey's car had two bucket seats - -  

A Yes. In the front.  

Q --  in the front and a console in the middle?  

A Correct.  

Q All right. Which the diagram has as well?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. I provided you with different color 

dots, and you had talked about various items in the car 

when you first went into it on July 15th of 2008. You 

said there were some items in the front passenger's 

seat?  

A Correct.  

Q Can you affix a 1 to the area where you found  

those items?  

A [Complies]  

Q All right. And, again, what items did you 

find in the front seat?  

A On the front seat I found her work bag. And  

then kind of like in the crevice of the seat I found a 

--  one of my flatware knives - -  

Q O k a y .  

A -- 'from the kitchen.  

Q All right. So dow n --  you're talking about  
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where the seat folds?  

A Yes. Like - -  

Q Or the top piece meets the seat?  

A Yes. Right where you sit. At the back.  

Where you would sit. So, like, right here  

[indicating].  

Q All right. One of your kitchen knives? 

Butter knife? Steak knife?  

A It was --  it's a steak knife that went with a  

set, but it's not, like, a normal steak knife that's - -

it's just a little bit --  the sear --  the edges are a 

little bit different.  

Q O k a y .  

A But it's not a real sharp steak knife. It's  

just one that came with the flatware.  

Q Has this been a set that you've had for a 

long time?  

A Yes. Probably ten years.  

Q Okay. Were there pieces of it already 

missing?  

A No. In fact, we never used those knives.  

Q Where do you keep them?  

A In the kitchen. They're --  I have --  in the  

kitchen drawer where I keep the silverware, I have two 

silverware containers, one on top of the other.  
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Q  O k a y .  

A And the items that I don't use that often,  

are on the bottom.  

Q  U h- h u h .  

A So these were on the bottom. And everyday,  

like, the regular knives, forks and spoons and salad 

forks are on the top.  

Q All right. So it's nothing that you had 

noticed - -  

A Nothi ng I would have noticed. No.  

Q --  was missing?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay. Did you notice any other items in that 

seat?  

A I believe it was just Casey's purse. There  

was items in her purse, but it was her purse and then 

the steak knife in the front seat, I'm pre tty sure.  

Q All right. You've used two different terms 

now to describe that, I'm sure, inadvertently. One is 

work bag and one is purse.  

A Well, it's a purse, but she used that  

specifically as her work purse.  

Q All right. So it's not like a small 

purse? AIt's between your purse and my purse.  

Q  Okay.  
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A This I would carry as a work bag  

[indicating].  

Q Okay. What did you do with that item - A

 Again - -  

Q - -  at that time?  

A At that time I took it off the front seat and  

put it on the ice chest in the garage.  

Q Okay. What about the knife?  

A I took that and put it in the kitchen sink to  

be washed.  

Q Okay.  

A Or the dishwasher.  

Q All right. Anything else on that seat? 

A I don't believe so, on the front seat.  

Q How about on the floorboard in the front? 

A There was nothing that I remember on the  

floorboard.  

Q Okay. How about in the driver's seat?  

Any - -  

A Nothing in the driver's seat.  

Q Driver's side floorboard?  

A I don't believe there was anything on the  

floorboard.  

Q All right. Yesterday you had talked about 

Casey's lanyard with Universal work identification.  
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A Correct.  

Q Where was that?  

A Inside her work bag.  

Q Okay.  

A Or the purse, whatever you want to call it.  

Q Was there anything hanging from the rearview 

mirror?  

A Yeah. She keeps a shamrock or something else  

on the rearview mirror and I think some beads on there. 

She may even of had a picture of Caylee. I'm not sure. 

I know sometimes she did and sometimes she didn't.  

Q All right. How about anything up under the  

visors?  

A There may have been some CDs for the car, but  

I can't remember for sure. And I don't --  I don't 

recall that as an item that was --  stands out in my 

mind . But I know occasionally she did have CDs up 

there. I do not remember at this point if there was 

any.  

Q Okay. How about on the dash - -  

A Nothing on the dash.  

Q --  of the car, on the inside dash?  

A No.  

Q Noth ing?  

A No.  
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Q Okay. The console, does it have storage? 

A Yes.  

Q Did you check inside there for anything? 

A Yes. . I didn't take anything out, though.  

Q Okay.  

A There was items in there.  

Q That were left there by you and then - A

 Right  

Q --  when law enforcement eventually took the 

car - -  

A It was in their possession. And I never got  

a receipt for those items.  

Q --  those items remained. Do you remember 

anything that could have been in there?  

A I know there was change and probably some  

notes or something and there was a pocketknife in the 

console.  

Q All right. You think there were some notes 

in there?  

A There m ay have --  I know there was some paper  

in there, but I'm not sure if it was notes or just 

blank paper. I keep blank paper and a pen in my car, 

in case - -  

Q Jus t  i n  case .  

A --  something would happen. And typically I  

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



 

 

      

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

 

315 

had Casey do the same. The same way with the inventory 

in the glovebox. I didn't take inventory. I didn't 

take anything out of the glovebox, but I know that 

there were several items in the glovebox, including 

registration and the car book and probably a car 

charger. And I bought Casey and myself one of those 

things that breaks the window in case you can't get  

out - -  

Q Okay.  

A --  and that was in the glovebox of  her car.  

But none of that stuff I took out.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: All right. Could I have 

these marked separately so we can talk about 

these?  

[Whereupon, the documents referred to were  

marked for identification as Exhibit Numbers 8 and 

9.]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  
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 Q All right. I'm going to show you --  there  

are two pictures on one page.  

A Okay.  

Q Had to go green. And on the top of this page  

is --  and you can confirm for me --  a photograph of 

what? And it's marked E xhibit 8, I believe. [Handing] 

A It looks like the front of Casey's car, the  
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front seat of Casey' s car, including the passenger's 

seat and the driver's seat.  

Q Do you see any items on the front passenger's 

seat that you recognize?  

A There's something that I do not recognize on  

the passenger's side. I have no idea. I've never seen 

that before. I don't remember seeing it that day and 

that's the first time I've ever seen it. It looks kind 

of like a strap of some sort, possibly with a CD case. 

I don't recall that. That doesn't look familiar to me.  

Q All right. You don't recall that being in 

the front seat --  

A No.  

Q --  when you first entered the vehicle?  

A I don't remember it. The things that stood  

out was her work bag and the knife. I don't recall 

that because the knife was pret ty much where that was. 

So I don't know where that came from. It could have 

been over the visor, like I said, and someone placed it 

there. I have no idea. I do not recall that.  

When the sheriff's office came to the house, 

the front seat was empty because I took it out.  

Q O k a y .  

A So I don't recall that.  

Q O k a y .  
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A And I don't recognize that strap.  

¶ When you're referring to the strap, you're  

referring to --  it looks like brown with some flowers 

on it?  

A Yeah. It looks like --  almost like an Indian  

print.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A That's --  I don't recognize that.  

Q Okay. Are there pockets in the door? 

A I believe so.  

Q Do you remember checking those at all?  

A I don't think I did. If I did, I don't  

recall anything in there. I don't remember at this 

point.  

¶ Do you --  

A I don't remember taking anything out.  

Q That was my next question. On both the  

driver's side and passenger's side has pocket --  door  

Q  
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 pockets?  

A Yes. I believe so.  

¶ All right. And you did not remove anything 

from --  

A No. The only items I removed was from the  

backseat floor, the backseat and then the passenger 

front seat.  
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Q Okay.  

A Well, actually not even the backseat floor.  

I left the boots in there.  

MS, DRANE BURDICK: Okay. Might as well have  

these all marked at once, however you want to do 

it, so we don't have to keep stopping.  

THE REPORTER: Do you want to make them a  

composite, or do you want them individually?  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Individually marked.  

Yes. [Pause] Can you mark while we talk? 

THE REPORTER: Yes.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: Okay. All right.  

THE REPORTER: And I'm going to start from 

here and go down.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: The same way?  

THE REPORTER: Yes.  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: That's fine.  

[Whereupon, the documents referred to were -  

 

  marked for identification as Exhibit Numbers 10 

through 21.]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q All right. You talked about items in the  

back seat?  

A [Nods head affirmatively]  

Q Okay. There's also --  I think I put numbers  

 
- 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

  

          



 

 

319 
on some of the other --  

A Yeah.  

Q -  ones there. If you need additional  

numbers, I put some pens over here for you to use. 

What was in the backseat that you ultimately - -

backseat or back floorboard that you ultimately 

removed?  

A The only thing I removed out of the back seat  

was Caylee's doll and Casey's pants.  

Q All right. Where was Caylee's doll?  

A Inside the car seat.  

Q Okay. If you could just put a 2 for where - A

 Car seat was behind the passenger, so  

probably right about there [indicating].  

Q Okay. And then you mentioned pants?  

A Yes.  

Q From where?  

A The back seat, behind the driver's.  

Q All right. So the floorboard in the back? A

 Well, that's where her boots were, was on the  

floorboard. But on the seat was her trousers.  

Q O k a y .  

A I'm pretty sure trousers were on the seat.  

You know, like, when you lay them over? Part of them 

was on the seat and it kind of draped --  
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Q Right.  

A --  along the bottom. So could have been  

touching the floorboard, but most of it was on the 

seat.  

Q All right.  

A Do you want me to put a 3?  

¶ Put a 3. Yes.  

A [Complies]  

Q Okay. You might want to press that down a 

little. Looks like it's - -  

A Okay. [Complies]  

MS. DRANE BURDICK: [Pause] All right. 

We're going to jump some numbers here, I think. 

THE WI TNESS:  [Crying] 

MR. CONWAY: Do you need to take a minute? 

MS. DRANE BURDICK: I'm sorry. Do you need 

some time?  

MR., ASHTON: Why don't we go off the record  

 

  for a couple of minutes.  

[Whereupon, a recess was taken, after which 

the following transpired:]  

BY MS. DRANE BURDICK:  

Q All right. We're back on the record. Ms. 

Anthony, any --  Mrs. Anthony, any time you need a 

break, let me know. We'll be happy to accommodate you. 

Q  
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I believe we had talked about 8, Exhibit 8. 

Below that, Exhibit 9, is that the position that the 

car seat was in when you all took possession?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay. Did you move the car seat in any  

fashion?  

A I may have picked it up to see if there was  

anything under it, but I didn't change the position of 

it. No.  

Q Okay. The car seat appears to have a cover, 

removable cover on it; in case a child has an accident, 

you can wash it.  

A Correct.  

Q Did you leave the cover?  

A Yes. I did not take it apart.  

Q Exhibit 11 --  [pause] --  shows a view of the  

backseat. Do you see that?  

A Yes.  
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  Q Do you recognize items in the backseat? 

A It looks like a pair of shoes.  

Q Do you recognize those shoes?  

A She had a pair of black heels. I don't  

remember them being there. They could have been there. 

I know I didn't take shoes or her boots out of the car, 

so I must have forgotten about those if they were in  
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there.  

Q All right. That's fine. Exhibits 12 and 

13 show a different angle of some of the same things. 

Let's start w ith 12. There's the shoes that you 

recognized. Do you see anything --  or the shoes that 

you talked about. Did you --  do you see the boots?  

A The shoes are placed where the --  I don't  

recall those shoes being there, again. But the boots 

were definitely on t he floorboai
.
d.  

Q All right.  

A So someone picked them up.  

Q Okay. You didn't move them to the floorboard 

then?  

A No. They were - -  

Q I ' m  s o r r y .  

A They were - -  

Q I  m i s s p o k e .  

A They were on the floorboard. The pants were  

where the boots are now.  

Q Okay. You said with the pants, you took 

them, put them with the darks that were already in the 

laundry bin in the garage - -  

A Correct.  

Q  - -  washed them, took them out of --  dried 

them?  
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A Well, I washed them while I was at work.  

When I came home --  I don't recall when I took them 

out. I think I may have taken them out even the next 

day, when the sheriff's office came.  

Q And put them where? Do you have them?  

A Oh, I set them with the rest of the stuff and  

gave them to the sheriff's department.  

Q Okay. There's another item on the backseat.  

Do you recognize it?  

A It looks like a dryer sheet.  

Q Did you put that there? A I don't 

remember doing that. I don't recall  

that dryer sheet being there, truthfully.  

Q Okay.  

A I don't know why a dryer sheet would have  

been back there.  

Q But you definitely didn't - -  

A I don't --  

Q - -  take the dryer sheet out and throw it --  

A I don 't remember doing that and I don't see a  

reason why I would have.  

Q Have you ever put a dryer sheet in a car 

before?  

A No.  

Q O k a y .  
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A Never. That's why I don't know why it's  

there and I --  I don't recall doing that.  

Q Okay. [Pause] Exhibit 14 appears to be --  I 

don't know if you can just see it from there --  the 

open console?  

A Yes.  

Q Exhibit 15 is a --  do you recognize what's 

shown in Exhibit 15?  

A It's the blue bin of the stuff that was in  

her purse, her work purse and looks like the envelope 

in the purse that had Amy Huizenga's resume in there 

and then it looks like Caylee's backpack and a hanger.  

And the blue collapsible bin  is --  I didn't 

realize hers was the light blue. We had a darker blue 

with it. But I knew she had a blue one, didn't have a 

white one.  

Q Okay. Now, we've marked areas on the inside 

of the car. On one of these pictures --  I think I may 

have given it to t he court reporter --  had the trunk 

open. Did you have the trunk open in your garage to 

air things out?  

A Yes. I said we opened all the doors and the  

trunk and we left the sunroof open and the hood open 

while we were gone.  

Q All right. Did you remove items from the  
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trunk?  

A Yes. When --  before I went back to work, I  

took the basket, everything out of the trunk and set it 

in --  I didn't go through it. I just set it on the ice 

chest in the --  in the garage.  

Q G a r a g e .  

A And there was nothing else in the trunk.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A Except, like, her spare wheel under --  I  

didn't open that to see it.  

Q Okay. The blue bin that's shown in Exhibit 

15, is that the blue bin that was in the trunk? A

 Yes. That --  I took that out of the trunk.  

Q Okay. Were there items in the blue bin 

that you recall at this time?  

A Typically there's a blanket and some other  

items. I don't know why they're not in there. I don't 

know so --  

Q Do you have a specific recollection of what 

else was in the blue bin?  

A I know typically, when I would see Casey's  

car, there would be a blank et that was --  like a red -

plaid blanket and then her car - seat covers. Those she 

could have taken out. But the last time I had seen it,  

--  truthfully, I don't recall if there's stuff in  
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there, but typically that's what was in the bin in the 

back.  

Q Can you describe these car - seat covers 

for me?  

A Yes. We have them at home. They're ones you  

would buy, like, at Wal - Mart or K - Mart or - -  

Q Uh- huh.  

A --  Target to put over your car seats.  

They're already prefabricated.  

Q Right.  

A But Casey, on the back, she has the headrest  

shaped a little bit different than the one that was 

made. So I would have had to split it and bring it in. 

So I just  hadn't had time to fix it for her.  

Q Did you purchase those for her or - -  

A I think George --  Casey picked it out or - -  

Casey picked it out. I don't believe I purchased it 

for her.  

Q How long had she had those?  

A We had those quite some time, I think almost  

a year. We just had never gotten around - -  

Q R i g h t .  

A --  to doing it. I mean, to get my sewing  

machine out is a big deal, just like I said I had 

clothes that I needed to mend. Unless it's something I  
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7 do by hand, I usually store up a bunch of things and 

do it on --  

Q  S u r e .  

A --  the machine once I drag it out.  

Q What sort of fabric were these car covers - -

car - seat covers?  

A The stretchy kind that, you know --  they were  

soft. I don't think they were like a neoprene, but 

some kind of nylon, I'm sure, with - -  

Q Okay.  

A I don't know.  

Q Did they have a print?  

A It was, like, a gray and white, almost like a  

check or, you know, black and white that looked like a 

gray to it. But it was, like, a checkered kind of - -  

Q All right. Have you seen them?  

A Yes. We have them.  

Q All right. Where are they?  

Q  
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 A In the garage. But like I said, I don't know  

--  I don't remember taking them out that day. She 

could have taken them out. But typically what was in 

that box --  in that crate was those things, those 

items.  

Q Okay. So you did take some items out of the 

trunk. Can you --  is there a 4 on there in red?  

Q  
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A Not yet. We have a 1, 2 and a 3.  

Q Okay. If you could just, as a number 

4, indicate another area of the car where you had 

removed the bin from the trunk.  

A We don't have a 4.  

Q We can make a 4. [Pause]  

A [Complies]  

Q So are you the one that actually took the 

bin out? 

A Yes.  

Q Not your  husband?  

A I believe I did.  

Q All right. You had earlier described that 

your husband said to you that there were flies - A

 Uh-huh.  

Q --  and maggots associated with the bag 

- A Correct.  

Q --  that he had told you was in the trunk. 

Did you see any evidence of those things --  I know we 

talked about you didn't have a microscope or  

anything --  

A No.  

Q --  in the trunk?  

A I know there was debris in the back, you  

know, and --  but I don't recall specifically seeing  
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dead flies or dead maggots. But I --  again, the back  

is black - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  and I didn't really look. I didn't look  

for that. I mean - -  

Q Is your --  I'm sorry. Is your 

garage illuminated?  

A During the day. I mean, we're talking - -  

this was in the afternoon - -  

Q Uh- huh.  

A --  around 2:00, between 2:00/2:30. And,  

yeah, there's a garage light, but most of the light 

coming in was from the sun. And by that time, the sun 

isn't over on that side. It's usually, you know, just 

coming over. So it would have had a little bit of a 

shadow.  

Q So whatever natural daylight was
-
available at 

that time --  

A Yes.  

Q --  of day --  

A Yes.  

Q --  is what you had to illuminate - -  

A Yes.  

Q --  the interior of the trunk?  

A Yeah. My main concern at that point was just  
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getting the stuff out so I could spray some Febreeze in 

there.  

Q Because it smelled.  

A Because it smelled.  

Q Could you tell if there was a part of the car 

that had a higher concentration of odor associated with 

it?  

A No. It all smelled the same, from the front  

to the back.  

Q Okay.  

A There was no difference.  

Q During the time that you were communicating 

with Casey from June 15th through June 30th, that time 

frame, did she mention to you that the car had an odor?  

A No. She never told me that the car had an  

odor.  

Q Did she text message you that the car --  

A No.  

Q --  had an odor?  

A I don't believe that she ever told me. I  

heard from other people that she had talked to them 

about an odor, but I never talked to her about it.  

Q Had you detected any odor in the car the last 

time you would have been near it?  

A No. The last time I was near it was probably  
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a few days before the 16th and - -  

Q Right. We talked about that.  

A --  I don't remember smelling anything. No.  

Q Okay. Sometimes an older car might smell 

musty.  

A No.  

¶ No odor at all?  

A No. I never recall an odor in her car.  

Q Okay. Did George communicate to you that he 

had been in Casey's car at any point in time from let's 

just say Father's Day until the end of June?  

A No. Not --  the only thing that he said, he  

was going to go in her car the day she came back with 

the gas cans. He was going to go back and open it up 

and Casey opened it up for him. But from my 

understanding, he was at the rear of the car.  

Q O k a y .  

A And if there would have been a smell at that  

time, it would have knocked him over if it was the 

smell that I smelled on the 15th. Yeah. I mean, 

that's something --  you could be ten/twenty feet away 

and smell it.  

Q O k a y .  

A With it open. Not necessarily closed. But  

the trunk was open so --  
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Q All  r ight .  

A And that was the 24th.  

Q Right. Would George have --  to your 

knowledge, would George have had any opportunity to be 

in Casey's car and to hit any sort of animal?  

A I do not recall George driving Casey's car.  

I can't recall the last time he drove it, except maybe 

to move it in the driveway to the street - -  

Q  U h- h u h .  

A --  but not to go anywhere in it. There was  

no reason to.  

¶ Okay. [Pause] The items that are in this  

collapsible blue bin, is this how they were presented 

to the sheriff's office, to your recollection?  

A No. I think the laptop was --  the baby doll  

was on top of the laptop.  

Q Did you put the baby  doll in the bin?  

A The baby doll was in the bin and I brought  

the laptop from inside the house when they came to take 

the stuff.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And when we gave it to them, we put the  

laptop and then the doll on top, instead of the laptop 

on the doll. So I don't know where they took that 

picture.  
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¶ All right. Whenever you gave them these  

items, did you tell them that this was everything that 

you had removed from the car?  

A I told them on the next day that her lanyard  

was missing.  

Q R i g h t .  

A And, yeah, pretty much that was the only  

thing that was missing.  

Q All right. Did you tell them that these were 

the items, aside from that lanyard, that were removed 

from the car?  

A Everything --  I didn't take anything into the  

house except the laptop because the laptop was not in 

the car. Lee brought that into the house when he 

brought it back from Tony Lazzaro's.  

¶ Right.  

A So everything --  I didn't take anything into  

the house ex cept when I got back in the afternoon,  

 

after going back to work. I went through Casey's purse 

that I had set on the ice chest - -  

Q Uh- huh.  

A --  at that point and I found the yellow  

envelope that's in that bag - -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  or in that bin. And inside that yellow  
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envelope was Amy Huizenga's information for an 

application or a job resume. And that's the only thing 

I took inside to call her from the house phone, to see 

if she had heard from Casey.  

Q O k a y .  

A Because I didn't --  that was --  I didn't have  

time to even think about going through phone numbers 

and things like that. And that was the first phone 

number, and I knew her and Amy had been speaking in the 

last several months. Amy seemed to be, like, one of 

her new best friends. So I figured if anybody saw  her, 

it would be Amy.  

Q Okay. When you said you took the doll out of 

the car seat, where did you put it?  

A I laid it --  our --  our ice chest is probably  

about this big, by like this [indicating].  

Q U h - h u h .  

A So I took the basket out and put it, if  

you're looking straight on, to the left, and I put the 

doll laying next to it, to the right, so it wasn't 

touching anything else. And I believe I had Caylee's 

backpack behind it. It's wide enough to put all items 

kind of separated out.  

Q All right.  

A And Casey's purse was I think standing up,  
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kind of in between those items.  

 Q All right. I know you said you washed the  

pants. Did you wash the doll?  

 A No. The doll was just like it is, without an  

outfit.  

 Q Okay. And it has a cloth body?  

 A Yes.  

Q Did you spray i t?  

 A I possibly could have sprayed it with  

Febreeze. I'm --  I can't remember if I did, but 

probably. I mean, if I was spraying the other things, 

I might have sprayed that, too.  

Q Okay. You can't --  you don't have any 

specific recollection of that at this point?  

 A I don't recall. I mean, I remember myself  

spraying the front seat, the backseat and the trunk. 

But I don't recall specifically if I sprayed the doll. 

I possibly could have, but I can't remember.  

 .Q Did you wipe it down with anything?  

 A I may have wiped the face with a Wet - Nap, you  

know, like a - -  

 Q Like an alcohol - based - -  

 A No. Like a baby wipe.  

¶ Okay.  

 A In fact, there were some baby wipes inside  
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6 Caylee's backpack because I did look in her backpack,  

and there was a few Pull - Ups in there, her toothbrush, 

a comb and maybe some hair bows or something in there. 

Whatever was in there, I didn't take anything out, but 

I may have taken one of her baby wipes there.  

Q O k a y .  

A Just to wipe the face off. It wasn't dirty,  

but it --  it looked like a little, you know --  not 

necessarily dusty, but - -  

Q  U h - h u h .  

A --  it wasn't as clean as I normally would see  

it. 

Q Is this - -  was this Caylee's favorite doll?  

A Yes. That was "mama".  

Q Okay. Did "mama" always go without clothes?  

A No. I mean, I would dress "mama" almost  

every day, and Caylee would undress "mama" just about 

every day.  

 

  Q R i g h t .  ASo, I mean, "mama" was --  tried to be  

clothed. We tried to teach Caylee to keep clothes on  

the baby, but - -  

Q U h - h u h .  ACaylee preferred "mama" being without.  

Q Right.  

Q  
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A Typical.  

Q Okay. Exhibit 16 - -  

A Okay.  

Q --  is that her Dora backpack?  

A Yeah. It's her Dora backpack and some of the  

hangers, and it looks like --  could be part of Casey's 

bag.  

Q Right. Exhibits 19 and 20, do you recognize  

those items? [Handing]  

A Oh, I know what that black thing is. That's  

her --  that's her CD case that she kept over the visor. 

And then that --  I'm not sure where that was, if it was 

in the trunk or in the car, but that was part of the 

items. But that's definitely --  I recognize that - -  

Q O k a y .  

A --  as her CD case. That red --  I'm not sure  

what the red thing is.  

Q Does it look like a ribbon of some sort?  

Q  

  A Yeah. It looks like a - -  

Q Fabric ribbon?  

A --  ribbon. I don't remember the ribbon. It  

could have been there. I don't recall that. Didn't 

stand out. Most --  things that mostly stood out was 

the backpack and her bag and the hangers and I knew 

there was a crate and stuff there.  

 

     



 

  
 

Q Some of them have this --  
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Q All right. Do these appear to be the 

diapers that Caylee would --  or the Pull - Ups really that 

Caylee would wear all the time?  

A Yeah. Those are the ones.  

Q What brand?  

A I had bought I think Huggies most of the  

time.  

Q With princesses or something else?  

A Yeah. Princesses. We either did princesses  

or --  what was the other ones? There was one other one 

we. got. But she was in a bigger size, so, I mean, it 

was limite d on what you could get.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A And the Huggies were the ones we liked. But  

Casey once in a great while got a Target off - brand, you 

know, Target brand or something like that. It was 

pretty much the Huggies, though , because I got them at 

Sam's or the big cases of them.  

Q All right. Were these Pull - Ups that had the 

elastic sides that would open?  

A Most of them I think had that ability. You  

could tear them real quickly, but not --  I don't think 

they --  I don't remember --  

A They look like there's --  
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Q --  it's not really Velcro, but you can - -  

A Yeah.  

Q --  tear it apart and put it back together.  

A I don't - -  

Q Not those kind?  

A I don't think so.  

Q The kind just with the elastic - -  

A Yeah.  

Q --  that just have some give in it?  

A Right. But the sides, you could easily rip  

them to get them off.  

¶ Right.  

A But I don't think you could stick them back  

together. I don't remember that. I mean, I still have 

some of her diapers at the house, but I don't --  I 

haven't been in that drawer for over a year.  

¶ Okay. Were there clothes in the backpack, 

or  

just the diapers and the --  looks like some sort of 

treats?  

A That yellow thing is --  the yellow thing - -  

Q C a n d y .  

A --  actually is the baby wipes.  

Q Oh, that's - -  

A Yeah. The yellow thing is baby wipes.  

Q No clothes in there?  
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A I don't see any. I don't recall actual  

clothing in her bag. I mean, there was some  

miscellaneous hair items and her toothbrush in the 

zipper part of the bag.  

Q U h - h u h .  

A In the front of the bag there was a pocket  

and she had a comb, and a toothbrush, and a couple hair 

items. And I left those alone and those were in there 

when I gave them to the sheriff's department.  

Q All right. Would you have packed Caylee's 

bag on the night of June 15th?  

A No.  

Q Did you take this bag with you to your --  to 

the home where your father was?  

A I may have packed it the morning of the 15th,  

but not the night of the 15th. Because I probably did 

take her bag.  

Q This one specifically?  

Q  



 1341 

 

 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 A Yes. That one.  

Q The Dora bag?  

A With some of her books and then a change of  

clothes. Because I always took a change of clothes 

with Caylee. Excuse me. And probably a bib - -  

Q D i d  y o u  - -  

A --  and a sippy cup and some snacks --  
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Q Okay. Did you - -  

A --  and coloring book and some crayons.  

Q All right.  

A I'm just trying to be - -  

Q Lots  o f  s tu f f .  

A Yeah. We had a lot of stuff on the table  

that day, working with my dad and Caylee.  

¶ All right. Do you remember having to use  

that change of clothes that you put in the bag - A

 No.  

--  on the 15th at all?  

A No. And typically if I packed a change of  

clothes, when I come home I'd take it out and hang them 

up so they wouldn't be all wrinkled.  

Q Okay. Do you --  do you remember doing 

that specifically on the 15th?  

A Probably. It was pretty much routine to go  

through her bag and take out the food so it  wouldn't 

stay in there and remove her sippy cup - -  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  and that kind of thing. But I would leave  

the diapers and the wipes, the normal stuff that we'd 

leave in there, the toothbrush, and the comb, and some 

hair things. Those were constant. We  wouldn't change 

those out.  
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Q All right. Do you remember which clothes you  

packed as her change of clothes on June 15th?  

A Probably something that complimented what she  

wore. I think it was a --  she has a striped little 

skirt that had the blue in it that matched the blue top 

that she wore and probably another shirt. Because I 

think her bottoms were white, so it wouldn't have 

mattered. I think there's a peach shirt that goes with 

it. So, I mean, the blue top could have went with  

the - -  

Q Uh- huh.  

A skort and the --  the peach could have gone  

with the white. So I usually try to do that, so if I 

only have to change one piece inste ad of - -  

Q R i g h t .  

A --  doing --  you know, coordinate.  

Q Yes. Do you still have those items that 

you're describing?  

Q  
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 A Truthfully, I'm not sure if it's still in the  

house or not. Probably. I know they've taken probably 

60 percent of Caylee's clothing out of the house. So I 

haven't specifically looked for those items. They 

could be there.  

Q Okay. [Pause] We can give that, I think, 

back to the court reporter as well. Items --  or  

Q  
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Exhibits 17 and 18, do you recognize what's shown in 

those? [Handing]  

A Yes. It's Casey's work bag. And then the  

top one has Casey's work bag in the crate. And now it 

looks like there's two ribbons in there, a blue ribbon 

and possibly that red or pinkish ribbon, which I didn't 

see the blue ribbon before, unless that's the part of 

the Dora backpack. I'm not sure.  

¶ Okay.  

A But right now it just looks like a ribbon.  

Q All right. 18 has a Universal -

A Yes.  

Q I.D. tag?  

A Yes.  

Q Is that Casey's? Did you know that to 

be Casey's?  

A Yes. That was Casey's. Actually, I  

questioned that when she started at Universal because 

several of the kids had changed name tags and it was 

not uncommon for them. Because they had their 

lanyards --  

Q U h - h u h .  

A --  that had their photo I.D. and their name,  

but once in a while they would switch their actual 

physical name tags. And it was --  I  would see her with  
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a couple different name tags. And I actually saw other 

kids with different name tags on that I had met over 

the course.  

Q Do you know who Chris is?  

A No.  

Q Okay. Okay. After you removed those items, 

put them on the ice chest, was George gone when you did 

that?  

A Yeah. Once we got the car home, he was late  

for work.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And he had only started that job a week  

before all of this, and I didn't want him  to, you know, 

get into trouble.  

Q Right.  

A He had called his employer and said he was  

running late, but I told him to go on to work. So I 

was, like I said, probably about 15, 20 minutes I was  

home taking care of that. And I never got lunch, so I 

got a quick bite to eat and then went back to the 

office.  

Q Closed the garage door?  

A Yes.  

Q Leaving the car inside there?  

A Yes. Yes. We didn't want to leave it out  
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because we had it open. And even though we took the 

battery, I didn't want to come home and have it 

stripped.  

Q Okay. Or if it rained.  

A And the tires or something gone. Or if it  

rained, right. I don't believe we had any rain at that 

point. We hadn't had any rain for several weeks at 

that point.  

Q Okay. All right. How long did you spend at 

work after you completed that process that we've just 

described?  

A Normally, on a day like that, I would  

probably be there until 5:30, quarter of 6:00, six 

o'clock. But I think I finally left somewhere just 

before 5:00 --  between 4:30 and 5:00.  

Q Did you t alk to your co - workers about - -  

A Yeah.  

Q --  the car?  

A They knew that I had left. Before I left, I  

told them what was going on.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And then when I came back - -  

Q What did you tell them?  

A I told them that we found the car and that,  

you know, I was going to call her manager later that  
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evening.  

Q Her, being Casey?  

A Casey's manager. And --  

Q Who do you --  who did you believe that to 

be? A Mike Kozak.  

Q Okay.  

A Well, no. Actually, Tom. Tom, too.  

Q Tom who? 

A What's his last name? Manley?  

Q Okay.  

A I think Manley was his last name.  

Q You had numbers for those people?  

A I believe that Casey had them in her --  in  

her bedroom. I was going to go home and look for those 

numbers. I didn't have them with me. It's not 

something that I carried around. But I was going to 

try to track them down.  

Q Okay. What were you planning to do  if you  

actually tracked down the person you believed to be 

Casey's manager?  

A I was going to try to verify some of her, you  

know, whereabouts in the last couple weeks. But I 

never had an opportunity to call them.  

Q Okay. So how long do you think you were at 

work? I'm sorry.  
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A I probably got back sometime between 3:00 and  

3:30, and probably stayed anoth er hour - and- a- half, at 

the most.  

Q Did you try to call Casey?  

A I'm sure I did.  

Q Did you talk about the car with Casey - A

 No.  

Q --  over the phone?  

A The only time I --  I never spoke to her again  

until I arrived at Tony Lazzaro's with Amy Huizenga. 

She never called me back.  

Q Were you trying to reach her?  

A I tried to reach her. Yes.  

Q Okay.  

A And I probably left her a voicemail or two,  

just to say, hey, you know, we got the car and you need 

to come home. We need to talk.  

Q Do you believe that yo u left her a voicemail  

 

      that described anything to do --  

A No.  

Q --  with the smell of the car?  

A No. I don't think so. I don't think so. I  

figured that was --  truthfully, at the time, the smell 

really did not mean anything to me. It still --  to me, 

I realized that the car had been there since the 27th  
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of June, two weeks in the hot sun. And when George 

said there was garbage, I mean, it didn't take --  a 

no- brainer that it was probably the smell of that, 

especially when there was flies and maggots in the,back 

of the car that they were feasting on food.  

Q Do you remember saying or asking George that  

--  whether or not the smell was from the garbage? 

Like, confirming with him?  

A No. Actually, he told me what the --  the  

manager at Johnson's said. Because when the manager 

opened the trunk of the car, George told me that the 

man reached in and he goes: Ah, here's the cause of 

your smell.  

Reached in and grabbed the bag and then threw 

it in the Dumpster, which was right next to Casey's 

car.  

Q Okay. So when you got home --  let me  

rephrase that.  

After you decided to leave work, did you go 

home first?  

A Yes. I went right home.  

Q Okay.  

A And t hat's when I said that S had come home  

and I went to that yellow envelope. First I started 

looking through Casey's purse at that point.  
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Q Were you alone in the house?  

A Yes. Just myself.  

Q Did you go into the garage?  

A Yeah. I have to come into the garage to go  

into the house.  

¶ Okay. There's room for two cars in there?  

A Yes. Typically. But not at that point.  

left my car out because I would have hit the door. 

Because when --  again, when we pulled the car in, we  

pulled it in on my side, but over a little bit where we 

can open the doors and there was more room. On the  

other side, there's the washer and dryer and the --  and 

there's other items there.  

Q So when t he doors of Casey's --  it's a two -

door; right?  

A Yes.  

Q When the doors and the trunk and everything 

are open, you can't get two cars --  could not at the  

 

time?  

A No. You cannot get two cars in without  

damaging the car.  

Q All right. So you raised the garage door 

when you parked in the driveway?  

A Yes. I raised the garage door to go in.  

Q All right. By the time you had come home,  
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had the smell dissipated?  

A No. It was pretty much the same. And the  

garage smelled pretty much the same.  

Q Okay. Had it infiltrated your home?  

A No. It did not.  

Q Okay. How long did you stay there at the 

house?  

A Oh, man. I'm not even sure if I ever changed  

or not. I know I tended to the animals. We have two 

dogs and two cats and the first thing usually when I go 

home is let the dogs out and make sure there's water 

and check on all the animals, account for them and make 

sure everybody is okay.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And, well, probably went to the bathroom.  

Q Uh- huh.  

A And then --  then I believe I went into the  

garage and started looking through Casey's purse, the  

work bag. And then I found the envelope and then took 

it inside and I called Amy. Her phone number was on 

there, so I took a chance and I called her.  

Q Called her from your home phone?  

A Either my home phone or my cell. But I know  

I was in the kitchen, whi ch I could have used either 
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one. I can't remember which one I was on at the time.  




